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oe respectively and the leaning temple at Huma are also tourists’ delights. A feature on 
conjhar has been downloaded from the website and published in this issue. 

served all the year round express a joy in living. Packed 

usiasm. They provide 


ions and seeking the 


The colourful fairs and festivals ob 
With fun and excitement, these festivals are celebrated with great enth 
inviting friends and relat 
throbbing music and enchanting 


the grand and spectacular Car 


0 A 
Be for cleaning and decorating houses, 
lessings of the elders. Tasteful food and colourful dress, heart- 


d 
ae add to the joyful rhythm of life. Articles and features on 
Sstival of Puri were published in the June issue. Other festivals such as Chandan Yatra, Dasahara 


an : : ‘ 
f a Christmas appeared in other issues. The current issu! 
esti ; : : j 

stival of love and brotherhood, celebrated in the western parts of Orissa with gaiety and 


atures on t 


e carries an article on Nuakhai, the 


en % _s 
thusiasm, It also includes articles and fe he developmental activities undertaken in 
those based on issues 


ely hope that the readers will appreciate the effort. 


Fas 


di 
ferent parts of the State and 


em, 
Powerment of women. I sincer' 


ORISSA NEWS 


55th INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CELEBRATED 


INFANT MORTALITY REDUCTION MISSION 
. LAUNCHED 


The 55th State level Independence Day was celebrated with joy and 
enthusiasm on August 15, 2001. Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 
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ning shields and cups to the best NCC 
Day Parade, 


Earlier, the Chief Minister was received and conducied to the salutin b : id 
Chief Secretary, Shri Tarun Kanti Mishra, Principal Secretary, Home and Sti me by “eo a car 
Troops of Police, NCC, Red Cross Volunteers, St, John Ambulance, Fi “©. Padhi, D.G., 


: ire Services anc ; adron, 
Orissa participated in the ceremonial parade. andR. & V. Squ 


= 


Orissa Review # September-2001 


Nuakhai : The Festival of Love and 
Brotherhood 


Festivals play a significant role in enriching 
social life of people. In Orissa, most festivals 
are associated with religious practices. Durga 
Puja, Diwali, Muharram, Christmas and a 
number of other festivals are observed in 
almost all places; quite 
a few festivals are 
4Ssociated with 
Particular parts of the 
State. Bali Yatra, the 
fair that reminds us of 
the glory of Orissan 
trade in ancient times, 
and Chaitra Parva, the 
festival of Chhou 
dance, are celebrated in 
a grand way at Cuttack 
and Baripada 
respectively. Similarly, 
Sitala Sashthi, Nuakhai 
and Dhanu Yatra are 
among the important 
festivals celebrated in 
the western parts of 
Orissa. 


In: agrarian 
Societies, most of the 
fairs, festivals and celebrations have their 
in agriculture. They are inextricably li 
With the rhythm of agrarian life. Man 
Celebrates his tilling the soil, sowing seeds, 
Plants filling up with sap and finally harvesting 
the crop. Harvest is thus 4 symbol of 
fulfilment. It also stands for the bounty and 


roots 
nked 


Samaleswari Temple, 


Duryodhan Majhi 


blessings of Mother Earth. Man expresses his 
profound gratitude to the benevolent gods and 
goddesses and the departed ancestors and 
seeks their blessings. This tradition, formed 
over a period of centuries, continues to be 

= ———=—= followed by people. 
‘| The period from 
Akshay Trutiya (April- 
May) to Pausa Purnima 
(December-January)-- 
from the sowing of 
seeds to the harvest 
time -- forms one cycle. 
The first seeds are 
sown on Akshay 
Trutiya. It is believed 
that the plant gets filled 
with sap on Garbhana 
Sankranti. Laxmi, the 
goddess of wealth and 
prosperity, is offered 
puja in the month of 
Margashira. On the full 
moon day in the month 
of Pausa, people share 
their food with friends 
and neighbours. 


Sambalpur 

Offering the first produce of a crop to 
the presiding deity of a place and sharing it 
with friends and relatives is an event that 
marks the Nuakhai festival. It is celebrated al] 
over the western parts of Orissa with much 
gaiety and great religious fervour during the 
bright fortnight in the month of Bhadra. In the 


past, Nuakhai used to be celebrated on 
different days at different places. Astrologers 
used to consult the 
almanac and fix the 
day, on which such 
offerings were to be 
made to the deity. An 
attempt was made to 
observe the festival in 
all places on one day 
when our beloved 
leader, Biju Patnaik 
was the Chief Minister. 
Accordingly, the fifth 
day of the bright 
fortnight of Bhadra 
was fixed as the day for 
celebrating the festival. 
It was declared a 
holiday throughout the 
State of Orissa. 


The presiding 
deities of different 
places-Goddess 


Samaleswarl in 
Sambalpur, Goddess 
Manikeswari in 


Bhawanipatna, 
Goddess Pataneswari in Patnagarh, Goddess 
Sureswari in Sonepur -- are offered the first 
produce. Similarly such offerings are also 
made to gods and goddesses at other places: 
Duarsuni at Boden, Indradhi at Komna, 
Sunadhi at Sunabedha (Komna), Raktambari 
at Khariar, Maa Bhairabi at Boudh and 
Bindheswari at Padmapur. Priests distribute 
the consecrated offerings among the devotees. 
Nuakhai Juhaara is an important aspect of the 
festival, which is marked by the youngsters 
showing their reverence to the elders. This year 
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Goddess Samaleswari 


the festival was observed on the 23rd of 
August. Hon'ble Chief Minister of Orissa 
conveyed his best 
wishes to the 
brothers and sisters 
of western Orissa on 
the occasion of 
Nuakhai. 


People of 
Orissa, particularly 
those -living in the 
western parts, 
celebrate Nuakhai 
with pomp and 
gaiety. They wear 
new dresses and visit 
their friends and 
relatives. The festival 
fosters a spirit of 
goodwill and 
togetherness among 
people. 


Nuakhai is 
followed by two 
other festivals : Puc 
Juintia and Bhai 
Juintia. The former is: 
observed by mothers 
for the happiness and prosperity of their sons. 
The latter is observed by sisters for the 
wellbeing of their brothers. Both thes¢ 
occasions reflect the spirit of love and goodwill 
animating the family. 


et 


Duryodhan Majhi is Minister of State (Ind) for 


Information & Public Relations, Government of Oris. 
Bhubaneswar, 


eeu 
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Nrusinghanath and Harisankar 


Lord Vishnu is all pervasive; but to visualize 
Him in the form of a cat unique. Generally, 
cat is considered an evil omen. Lord Vishnu, 
'n the form of Cat, carved in stone sculpture, 
is being worshipped in the temple of 
Nrusinghanath. People from all over the world 
Visit this place, for a darsan of Margar Keshari, 
Vishnu the Cat, although the same name does 
Not oceur in Vishnusahdsranam. 


This seat is located in the 


Gandhamardan range, on the western border 


of Orissa. The Chinese traveller, Huen Tsang, 
has made a mention of"Pol-ho-mo-kili" which 
With its dense forest cover with multifarious 
Kinds of herbs, birds and wild animals as well 
as numerous streams enchanted him. This Po- 
Lo-mo-Kili, in subsequent years was known 
as famous Puspagiri, which in these days is 
\dentified as the Gandhamardan range. 


To visit Nrusinghanath one usually 
Starts from Bargarh, which is 380 kms on road 
from Bhubaneswar. From Bargarh one 
Proceeds to Nrusinghanath by bus, covering 
distance of 108 kms. Visitors can take rest at 
the guest houses, inspection bungalows and 
otels at Bargarh. At Nrusinghanath, there are 
also rest-sheds and hotels. 
The reading of the inscriptions on the 
Stone walls in the cave of Nrusinghnath, points 
Sut that the temple-was built between the 14th 
and the 15th century A.D. Historians, Begler 
and Bhandarkar are of the opinion that the 
‘emple is contemporary to the Sun Temple at 


Onark. 


Somanath Jena 


The uniqueness of idol of Lord Vishnu 
in the form of Margar Keshari, (Cat-lion) is 
the speciality of Nrusinghanath Temple. 
According to Nrusingha Charita written by 
the blind poet, Jaga Das, a demon in the form 
of mouse (Musik) was residing there. So Lord 
Vishnu in the form a Cat made abode there to 
protect the wild animals and herbs. The story 
goes that a Kandha woman, namely Jamuna, 
while moving in the forest at the time of 
uprooting herbs and roots found that cow's 
milk was oozing out from the crevice of the 
stone cave in the form of streamlet. She heard 
an incorporeal voice from the air, as if Lord 
Vishnu was saying that He was residing there 
in the form of Cat to protect the forest and 
wild animals from the demon who lived there 
in the form of a mouse. This event of Jamuna's 
detection of the seat of the Lord is believed to 
have taken place about 500 years ago. The 
benevolent King of Patna State, Vaisal Dev, 
constructed the present temple here. Now a 
days the Devottar department of Government 
of Orissa, through a trustee, is in charge of the 
management of the temple. 


Climbing the hill top, seeing the wild 
forest, taking bath in the streams, the water of 
which has curative powers, making research 
of medicinal herbs and observing wild animals 
and birds have attracted people from all over 
the world, besides the darshan and worship 
of Lord Nrusinghanath. 


On the other side of the range of 
Gandhamardan, just. opposite 
re) 


Nrusinghanath temple, another important of 
seat of pilgrimage, known as Harisankar, is 
located. Here, there are a number of Kundas 
in the running stream where the visitors can 
take their bath. After taking bath in the stream 
called 'Papa Harini' (dispeller of sin), devotees 
worship Lord Siva, installed in the nearby 
temple. These streams and waterfalls at 
Nrusinghanath and Harisankar are beautiful 
and enchanting. 


Harisankar can be approached by 
trekking the hill about 20 kms. from 
Nrusinghanath. But the easiest way is to go 
from Bolangir by bus. This district 
headquarters town has all infrastructure : a 
Circuit House, an Inspection Bungalow and a 
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Nrusinghanath Temple near Paikamal in Bargarh district 


tourist home. Bolangir can be approached from 
Bhubaneswar, which is at a distance of 327 
kms. Bolangir is a railway station on the 
Jharsuguda-Titilagarh line. 


A five-day long Baishakh Mela from 
Baishakh Krishna Chaturdashi is observed at 
Nrusinghanath and at Harisankar, which 
attracts lakhs of devotees. The two places, 
which are abodes of Lord Visnu and Lord Siva 


respectively, form one complex from the point_ 
of view of tourists. 


Somanath Jena lives at Walliganj, Bhanjpur, Baripada, 
Mayurbhanj - 757002. 
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Mukhalingam. 


The Seat of Kalinga Power 


Fifty kms. from Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh 
and at an equal distance from Parlakhemundi 
in Orissa is situated Mukhalingam, the capital 
town of mediaeval Kalinga. On the bank of 
the river Vamsadhara, Mukhalingam is a little 
known place despite its historical importance, 
architectural glory and sculptural eminence. 


Right from the epic times till the 
Ashokan period (3rd century B.C), of which 
Systematic inscriptional records are available, 
the whole of Kalinga, with its tripartite 
division into Kongoda, Utkal and Toshali, had 
4 glorious past. Many dynasties had ruled over 
this tract of land, the Gangas being the most 
illustrious. Accepting the majority view that 
the Gangas as a dynasty of South India had 
Originated from Karnataka, they were divided 
into two branches, viz : the Eastern Gangas 
and the Western Gangas. In a period spanning 
Over eleven long centuries (precisely between 
493 AD. to 1436 A.D.), these two offshoots 
of the main trunk, although had ruled from 
different regions, were later on known as the 

Imperial Gangas," who had a virtual sway 
Over the connecting regions of Andhra, Orissa 
and Karnataka. The Eastern Gangas with their 
small territorial limits in northern Andhra and 
southern Orissa had established their capital 
at Kalinganagara (identified with the present 
day Mukhalingam) while the Western Gangas 
tuled from Talkad in Mysore. 


The first Eastern Ganga King was 
Indravarma (493-532 A.D.). Anantavarman 
Chodagatigadeva (1077-1147 A.D.) was the 


Bhaskar Parichha 


last ruler. Prior to the emergence of the Eastern 
Gangas in Kalinga - which extended from river 
Godavari to mountain Mahendragiri - the 
region was controlled by the Mathar Kings 
preceded by the Mauryas. The mediaeval 
Kalinga had a riverine schism into Uttar 
Kalinga (from Mahanadi to Rushikulya); 
Madhya Kalinga (Rushikulya to Nagavali) and 
Dakshina Kalinga (Nagavali to Godavari). 


Apart from Kalinganagara or Nagari 
Katakam, the Eastern Ganga Kings had 
established their administrative units in 
Mahendra and Kalingapatnam. These lesser 
important sub-divisional towns were in the 
proximity. Presently, Mukhalingam and 
Kalingapatnam are in Andhra; while 
Mahendra has spilled over to Orissa. 


The Ganga Kings were great temple 
builders of Kalinga and as such the whole 
temple scheme of Kalinga was the 
consequence of their guardianship. The 
temples of Puri, Konark and Bhubaneswar and 
numerous other "houses of Gods", which made 
James Fergusson remark, "There are more 
temples in Orissa than in all the rest of 
Hindusthan put together," were raised by the 
Eastern Ganga Kings. Under these series, the 
temples of Mukhalingam were of no less 
significance. Though other Orissan temples 
have near-resemblance to the ones in 
Mukhalingam, the Vaital Deul in Bhubaneswar 
is a verbatim of the Mukhalingam pattern. Th 
cluster of temples on the mountain Mahendrs 
(in Ganjam) too correspond to the plan of 


Mukhalingam temples. Even some names bear 
close resemblance. 


Surrounded by small hillocks, the village 
Mukhalingam presents the look of a 
countryside. A pilgrim centre, the general 
layout of the village is significant with the huge 
temple on the heart of the manor and two other 
slender structures on the outskirts. This capital 
town of Kalinga boasts of what Douglas Barret 
calls, "the most important and early mediaeval 
temple (s) in the whole of Andhradesa." 


Mukhalingam has, in all, three temples 
- the Mukhalingeswara or the Mudhukeswara; 
the Someswara and the Bheemeswar. Of these, 
the Mukhalingeswara (synonymous with 
Mukhalingam) is not only the earliest one but 
the vast structure stirs the eyes. Architecture- 
wise this temple is distinct from the other two. 
Decoratively, it lends a magnificent look. From 
the sculptural stand point, it has a resonant 
comeliness. It has been well preserved and the 
original structure has remained in tact. The 
remaining two temples, although have 
survived the onslaught of time, are distinct 
from the Madhukeswara in that the wall 
decorations are less complicated and the 
significcance lies in their plainness. 


It cannot be said with certainty exactly 
when the temples of Mukhalingam were built. 
Evidences of epigraphy and art style clash to 
point out a tentative time of their upcoming. 
Nevertheless, they are believed to have been 
built between the 8th and the 10th century A.D. 
The Madhukeswara, in particular, was the 
earliest one. The other two temples were 
younger to the former by at least a century. 
Again, of these two, Someswara had come up 
a bit earlier than the Bheemeswara. 


In the general layout, the Madhukeswara 
temple facing eastwards has a round Prakara 
of considerable height. At the entrance are the 
Dhwajastambha and the Simhadwara, the 
frontal gate with two huge lion figures, 
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FoHowing the gateway is a narrow courtyard 
wherein stands a Nandi shrine on a precourt. 
The temple proper is approached by a series 
of steps on the open courtyard upto the second 
gateway. After this is the Jagmohana and lastly 
the Garbhagriha. At the four corners are four 
important shrines. Six other smaller shrines 
surround the main temple. 


The Someswara temple facing 
westwards is located at the entrance of village 
Mukhalingam with a massive Nandi pedestal 
on eve of the initial steps. Raised on a semi- 
round platform, this temple has only the Cella 


and the shrine inside consists of only a glossy 
phallus. 


The Bheemeswara temple situated at a 
little distance from the Someswara temple has 
a sanctum sanctorium and an astylar hall with 
an interferring vestibule and a Nandi vase. This 
temple is east-facing. 


Politically, the Eastern Ganga kingdom 
had to encounter the contemporary ruling 
powers. Around the 10th century A.D. there 
were great upheavals in the realm-some 
dynasties displacing others and the displaced 
ones struggling to regain their foothold. 
Obviously the architects and sculptors of the 
Eastern Ganga region were influenced by the 
Chalukyas of Vengi; the Rashtrakutas and the 


Badami Chalukyans alongwith their art 
tradition in vogue. 


The architectural scheme of the 
Mukhalingam temples, however, bear closé 
resemblance to the temples of Orissa. As such 
the Brahmanical temples of Orissa must have 
had an astounding effect on the designers al 


the time when the Mukhalingam temples were 
constructed. 


In Orissa, a definite and the earliest styl¢ 
of temple architecture known as the Indo- 
Aryan style surfaced around sixth century AD; 
when the Sailodhvaba and Bhaumakara 
dynasties ruled over Orissa. Three temples of 


Bhubaneswar built in and around sixth to 
eighth century AD, viz : Parsurameswara, 
Vaital and Sisireswara, in particular, are 
Proximate to the Eastern Ganga temples. 
Evidently, characteristics of these extant 
temples of Bhubaneswar find positive and 
complete reflection in the Mukhalingam 
temples. 


Conforming to the broad contours of 
Orissan temple architecture, the Mukhalingam 
temples belong to one or the other three 
Popular types of dew! : Rekha, Pidha and 
Khakhara. While the Madhukeswara temple 
Isa mixture of all the three architectural types, 
the other two temples are akin to one of the 


three patterns. 


The Madhukeswara temple of 
Mukhalingam is a Panchayatana type with the 
Main shrine and four other subsidiary shrines 
at four corners of the compound. The design 
Of the roof and the sanctum sanctorium of this 
temple has close resemblance to the Orissan 
order of Pidha-Deul with a slightly curved 
Pyramidal structure towards the Amalaka or 
the lenticular part (Amalaka denotes the Indian 
S80oseberry fruit). The, four corner shrines, 
however, have heavier amalakas and small 
Shikharas. These too have curvilinear super 
Structure. The main temple of the presiding 
deity is of tri-ratha type to show three vertical 
Projections of light and shade. The Mastaka 
of the vimana has the usual elements of the 
beki; the amia; the khapurt and the ayudha. 


In the inner part, the Svayambhu Jinga 
'S situated on a pitha, it is the rectangular 
Jagamohana of the Madhukeswara temple 

ich draws more than average interest. The 
Sarved niches on the walls; the two doorways 
With Chaitya windows; the astylar plan of 
Construction with rows of pillars et al go to 
Show the laborious designing of the frontal 
Porch. The smaller caskets in the compound 
°f Madhukeswara temple have a similar 
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appearance as the Orissan temples in their 
basic features. 


Two aspects of the Madhukeswara 
temple ebb out clearly for the sculpturesque 
study.: the iconography of the gods and 
goddesses and their accompanists and the 
decorative scroll work or a "mass of vegetable 
device." 

The artists who built the Mukhalingam 
temples were certainly great imaginators and 
true to their imaginative mind they have carved 
not only the human figures but the creeping 
plants too. The Madhukeswara temple has 
numerous subjects and scenes and these events 
capture the human eyes mainly on the jambs 
of the doors. The tendrils made of stone seem 
to be simply fluttering and vibrating in the air. 
These sets of scenes enliven themselves when 
sunlight falls on them. Astonisghingly, the 
curvatured tendrils do not appear as real 
crystallisations but give a pleasant look to the 
eyes. 

The most important creations, however, 
are the vertical sections on the eastern door of 
the main temple: While the tendrils and plants 
of the first and third vertical sections look just 
as ordinary and unfriendly, yet have a jewelling 
scene; the middle section is the "crowning 
glory" of this sculptural scheme. A spiralled 
plant on this vertical section throbs with life. 


The plants of the Mukhalingam temple 
are more than mere decorations. These have 
"an attitude of life, growing, living and 
developing with a botanists’ plenary 
inspiration." In the sculpturesque scheme 
divine and human figures appear prominently 
_ some figures in an ascetic state, some with 
rosaries. These are also scenes of kings with 
their courtiers and soldiers. "The modelling 
the vivacity are all admirable." ° 


The second temple in the Mukhalingam 
series has a good number of lovely 


sculpturesque achievements. Mahisha- 
mardhini, Kartikeya, Ganesha and other deities 
of the Hindu pantheon adore the niches of the 
Someswara temple. The remarkable sculpture 
is that of Ardhanariswara. Other smaller panels 
have miniaturised carvings. The lintel has an 
ornamental entablature (between the 
architrave and the cornice) of Navagraha. 
Down this is a Gajalakshmi panel. The jambs 
have fine decorative scrolls with Dwarapalas 
standing on the base. The river goddesses 
Ganga and Yamuna flow on the side niches. 


The Bheemeswara temple represents a 
change in the sculpturesque scheme of the 
Mukhalingam temples as a whole. The work 
of art found in the reliefs come in form of loose 
slabs and later fitted in the concaved niches. 
The sculpture of this temple convincingly carry 
the combined influence of traditions of 
Andhra, Orissa and Tamilnadu. The Eastern 
Chalukyan impact seems to be more 


pronounced in the sculpture of this latest 
temple. 


_Apart from sculpture, the Mukhalingam 
temples for their art tradition have been 
influenced by the artists of Orissa. The motifs 
and scroll work as we find on the doorways 
have an intimate relationship to the style of 
Orissa - particularly the temples of 
Bhubaneswar. The amorous couples and the 
erotic images on the Mukhasala are on the 
pattern Alasakanyas and Mithuna couples 
found on the temples of Orissa. The whole of 
the Mukhalingam temples have elaborate art 
traditions with cult images "which partake the 
mediaeval tendencies", half-divine figures; 
foliate designs of the doorways; erotic fi gures; 
chaitya arches; lotus medallion; foliated vases; 
secular human figures; animal figures and 
haloes all go to prove the impact of various 


regional styles of Decane, Tamilnadu, Andhra 
and largely Orissa. 


The iconography of the Mukhalingam 
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temples is mostly influenced by the Orissan 
iconography. Mukhalingam being a centre of 
Siva worship, there are a huge number of Saiva 
iconography on the three temples. 
Significantly, Vaisnava iconography and 
iconography of the Shakti images too find 
positive depiction. Other iconic images of 
smaller religious sects too are represented here. 
In Orissa starting from the 7th century AD, 
Saivism became the dominant religion and 
apart from this principal one, other sects like 
Saktism and Vaisnavism became popular. The 
artists conformed to the prevailing religious 


_ conditions and filled the wall of these temples 


with deities of these cults. The Saiva 
iconography of the Mukhalingam temples is 
mainly derived from the legends found in 
Saiva Agamas and Puranas. 


Ekpadamurti and Lakulisa images are 
found on the walls of the Mukhalingam 
temples. The number of iconographic 
representation on the temple walls are vast. A 
few of them are : Mahisasuramardint, 
Vyakhana Dakshinamurti (Bhubaneswar 
temple), Siva in various poses and with his 
objects, Nagaraja, Harihara, Kartikeya. Indra. 
Garuda, Nataraja, Ganesha, Narshimha. 
Varaha, Ganga, Saptamatrikas, Brahma ct al. 
Iconographic Mukhalingam temples show 
evidence of the artists! thorough knowledge 
of the scriptures and texts; tales and anecdotes, 
events and happenings in the Puranas. In Ons 
sense, the iconography of Mukhalingam weigh 
down heavily on other aspects of the temples 
in their vastness and variety. 


The inscriptions found on the walls of 
the Madhukeswara temple too have opens, 
new dimensions in the study of the aie ‘ 
Ganga genealogy and the Gajapati Kings i 
Orissa. Dr Satyanarayan Rajguru's WO! 
"History of the Gangas" makes mention uae 
inscriptions of Mukhalingam and they have 
been deciphered. 
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ena a rich legacy of sculpture and 
Rte nc Mukhalingam temples are in 
* “s ruin. The temples are already in a 
ie ecadence with the slabs and images 
ie scattered in the temple premises. The 
ie ings of the strewn panels is not yet 
lay i Many split images and stone slabs 
fact Hs the cultivated lands. They are 
fone off and on. In the 1980 Vamsadhara 
ae , Many antique pieces of stone belonging 
_ ¢ temples were found in Mettapeta, a 

erside village not far from Mukhalingam. 


They should be well protected. The 
Archaeological Survey of India has declared 
Mukhalingam temples protected monuments 


A museum should be buil 

t and the 
abandoned slab stones should be preserved 
there. All possible steps should be taken to 
preserve the monuments at Mukhalingam. 


————————————————————— 
Bhaskar Parichha is a freelance journalist and lives at 
M/85, Baramunda Housing Board Colon 

Bhubaneswar - 751003. z 


PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS 


In pursuance 0 


to issue photo identity cards to vo 


in Orissa, steps like ta 
distribution of photo iden 
in July this year. T 
Rajgangpur, Rourke 
and in Sambalpur on 
taken with digital cameras a 


the Subcollectors (EROs) concerned. 
laints abouts photo iden 


concerned. The process will continue 


will not be accepted. Comp 
be made to the sector officers 
from 18th September to 
Officer has adviced the voters 
the specified days an 


he process W 


31st October 200 
to go to the photography centres on 


d to collect their identity cards. 


f the directives of the Election Commission of India 
ters in 8 Assembly constituencies 
king voters' photographs, preparation and 
tity cards started in Baripada constituency 
ill start ‘in Bhadrak, Keonjhar, 
la, Bargarh and Angul constituencies on 15th 
25th September 2001. Photographs will be 
t photography centres (DPLs) fixe 


d by 


Photographs taken elsewhere 
tity cards can 


1. The Chief Electoral 


ASSISTANCE FROM CRCF 
to Orissa from the Calamity Relief 
help the State overcome infrastructure 


1 be provided 
und (CRCF) to 
| calamities. 


Rs.128cr. wil 
Contingency F 
damage due to natura 
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The Leaning Temple at Huma 


The Bakra mandir (leaning temple) at Huma 
is an important tourist destination. The village 
Huma is situated on the bank of river 
Mahanadi, at a distance of 28 km from 
Sambalpur. The people of the locality worship 
Lord Bimaleswar in this temple. The temple 
is famous as a seat of Lord Siva; it has also 
acquired fame for its 
leaning shape. The Bakra 
temple is one among the 
eight places of Saivite 
importance in the 
undivided Sambalpur 
district, the other places 
being the seats of Lord 
Mandhata Baba at 
Maneswar, Lord 
Balunkeswar at Gaisama 
pitha, Lord Swapneswar 
at Serna, Lord Kedarnath 
at Ambabhona, Lord 
Viswanath at Deogan, 
Lord Nilakantheswar at 
Nilaji and Lord 
Visweswar at Saranda. 
The shrine at Huma is the 
oldest among all these. 
Lord Bimaleswar has 
been worshipped here for 
about five hundred years. 


Many people believe that the temple 
€aning structure from the beginning. 
say that the temple acquired this shape 
se oftime. A few others are of the view 


had a ] 
Others 
in cour. 


Bibhu Prasad Samal 


that the shape has become like this because of 
the change of earth's surface. 


In the temple at Huma, Lord 
Bimaleswar is worshipped in the sanctam 
sanctorium. Goddess Bhairabi is worshipped 
to his left and Lord Bhero to his right. A temple 
for Lord Jagannath has been built on the 

premises. An image of 
Lord Hanuman has also 
been installed and 
worshipped there. 


On the river ghat 
known as Machhindra 
ghat, rituals in 
connection with the 
worship of Lord 
Bimaleswar are 
conducted. Twentytwo 
steps lead to the ghat. 
Devotees take their bath 
here before offering p“/4 
to the Lord. A variety of 
fish, popularly known as 
Kudo fish, live in this 
part of the river. 
Sometimes people offer 
food to these fish. It }§ 
quite fascinating to - 
that the fish take foo 
from the human beings 

without any fear. People here consider fish as 
divine creatures. They believe that there !S a 
secret path from the seat of Lord Bimaleswat 
to river Mahanadi. The fish take shelter at the 
feet of the Lord during the rainy season. 
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Several legends are associated with 
Kudo fish. It is said that once a woman tried 
to cut a fish, but while attempting to do so she 
was transformed to a stone. The stone image 
of the woman was on the river bed for many 
years. It has now been swept away by flood 
Waters. 


About five hundred years ago, a 
cowherd lived in the village Tabada at a 
distance of 22 km to the south of Sambalpur. 
He felt that a cow was leaving the herd and 
was going somewhere everyday. It swam the 
river to go to a particular place. One day he 
followed the cow to the other side of the river 
and witnessed a strange sight. The cow stood 
Near a rock and milk oozed from it. That night 
the cowherd saw Lord Siva in a dream. The 
Lord told him that He appeared in the rock, 
Where the cow showered milk. The Lord asked 
him to make arrangements for His worship. 


The news reached King Balaram Dev, 
who proceeded to get a darshan of the Lord. 
He made arrangements for the worship of the 
Lord. The king donated seven villages for the 
purpose of His worship. Later his heir, Baliar 
Singh built a temple. The place where Lord 
Siva was worshipped in the form of Lord 
Bimaleswar, was known as Huma. 


Several festivals are observed in the 
temple. People in large numbers visit the place 
on Mahasivaratri and during the holy month 
of Kartik. The panaromic view of the place 
also attracts tourists from different parts of the 


country. 


ee Se eee 
Bibhu Prasad Samal lives at 'Pathachhaya’, 91, Acharya 


Vihar, Bhubaneswar. 


ooo ~ 


a INVESTITURE CEREMONY 


On the occasion of 55th Independence Day, Hon 
conferred service medals on the officers and person ) 
Volunteers for their outstanding performance in their 


Home Guards and Civil Defence 

respective fields. Besides, each of the 16 
the H.S.C. examination t 
alongwith a citation. Shield 
State. Vyasanagar Municipa 
Municipality, Khadial NAC 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| lity, Biramitra 
| 

| Shri M.M. Prahar 

: received President's Police 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


meritorious services. A Police medal < 
ba Rath, DSP, Vigi 


put, Shri Durga Chara 
y, Inspector, 


given to Shri Sadasi 
3rd Battalion, Kora 
Shri Prakash Chandra Tripathy, I 
Pradhan, Constable for their signi 


Shri Sripati Charan Sahoo, Station 


k, Driver H 


and Shri Ganesh Naya 5 
h. Shri 


of rupees five thousand eac 
citation and a cash award of rup 
award of rupees one t 


cash award of Rupees 


* 


his year, was presente! 
s were given away to 
pur Mu 
ri NAC were the recipients. 

ch.) and Shri Parsuram Sahu, DSP, Vigilance 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

and G.Udaygi 
| 

h award of rupees ten thousand each, for their | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


aj, I.G. Police (Te 


Medal and a cas! 
dal and a cash award of rupee: 
lance, Shri Sarat Chandra Bisoi, Asst. Commandant, 


n Mohapatra, Inspector Vigilance, Berhampur, 
Shri Rabilal Poudel, Havildar and Shri Sridhar 


housand was given to 
five thousand was given to 


‘ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 
nel belonging to the Police, Fire Services, 


students who occupied the best ten positions in 


da cash award of rupees three thousand 
the best municipalities and NACs of the 
nicipality, Barbil Municipality, Deogarh 


s five thousand each were 


ficant achievements. 

Officer, Shri Trinath Sahoo, Asst. Fire Officer 
avildar received Fire Service Medals and a cash award 
Sohan Singh, Platoon Sergent, Homeguards received a 
ees one thousand. Civil Defence Medal along with a cash 
Shri Sushil Kumar Ekka, Volunteer. A special 


Shri Dibakar Tripathy, Retd. Addl. SP, 
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Keonjhar. 


Keonjhar in the age of Mahabharat 


According to the ancient Hindu epic 
Mahabharat, the name of the region from sea 
coast to river Baitarani was 'Magha' and that 
of the region on the northern side of the river 
was 'Matsya’. King Virata was ruling these two 
lands, Magha and Matsya. It was the land that 
gave shelter to Pandavas during their 
‘Ajnatavasha’. The fort of King Virata is 
believed to be the current Khichhing, which 
is in Mayurbhanj district and is about 65 
kilometers from Keonjhar town. 


The Baitarani Civilization 


Archeologists believe that there was a 
great civilization existing on the bank of the 
river Baitarani. When man was living a 
barbaric life, a saint named Deerghatama of 
Gonashika started marriage system among 
human beings. In ancient times, the Keonjhar 
region was known as 'Yama Gartta Mandala’, 
which came from the fact that the saint 
Deerghatama was doing 'Yama Sadhana’. The 
proof of this great Baitarani Civilization can 
be seen from the archeological remains at 
Sitabinji and Ashanpat. It is found in the 
Mahabharat that around 3100 B.C., Keonjhar 
was ruled by tribals and the land was known 
in the names of 'Gitinirjhara', 'Gujhara' and 
‘Shara’. It is written in the Buddhist epic, 
Vinayapitaka that Khijiling Mandala 
(Keonjhar was a part of Khijiling Mandala) 
Was a part of Utkal during 600 B.C. and the 
people of Vana race were living there. The 
Bhanja kings were believed to be segregated 


from Vana race. The Keonjhar state was also 
called as 'Kambujhar' in puranas. 


Some weapons of the Stone Age have 
been found from Champua, Ramla and 
Jagannathpur. This implies that there was a 
great civilization in the Stone Age. 


The Bhanja Dynasty 


Bhanja Dynasty was one of the ancient 
dynasties in India. Though not very powerful, 
the kings of the dynasty ruled the hilly region 
of Orissa for many years.The Bhanja rulers 
used to support Hinduism and oppose 
Buddhism, but at the later stage they adopted 
Buddhism. One of the ancient Bhanja kings. 
Mahendra Bhanj or Moda Bhanj used to rule 
before Eira kings in Kalinga. After the fall of 
Kushadhwoja dynasty in 1089 B.C, Bhanja 
kings ruled Khijjing Kota for approximately 
500 years. During that time they were Hindu. 
Bhanjas were rulling Kalinga before Kalinga 
king 'Karandaka’. Khijjing Kota consists of 
modern Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj districts 
and a part of Balasore district. The capital of 


Khijing kota was believed to be in modern 
Khiching. : 


Bhanja king Shatrubhanj was believed 
to be a powerful king ruling Khijjing Kota 
the 2nd century B.C. He was involved in 
demolishing the Gupta empire from this 
region. The proof of his empire is revealed 
from the Nataraj statue discovered from 
Ashanpat. He was believed to be the emperor 
of entire Bindhyataba, after driving the 
Kushanas out of the region. 


The coins discovered from Bahalda in 
Mayurbhanj and Sitabinji in Keonjhar prove 
that Khijjing Kota had international trade 
relationship. The discovery of Roman coins 
Proves the trade relationship of Kijjing Kota 
with Roman Civilization. The discovery of 
Kushana coins proves the effect of Kushanas 
on Khhijing Kota. 


___ The rock paintings at Ravana Chhaya at 
Sitabinji indicate the existence of King 
Dishabhanj in Khijing Kota during the 4th or 
Sth century. 


_ Inthe 7th century, the name of Keonjhar 
region was known as ‘Jhar'. The prince of this 
state named Shantidev left the palace and 
adopted Buddhism. He was a student of 
Dharma Palaka and Jaydev, professors of 
Nalanda University. He himself became 
Professor in Nalanda University. He had two 
Utles 'Bhusuku' and 'Rautu'. The local word 
Bhusu Pandita' is believed to be derived from 
the word 'Bhusuku'. He has written 


Charyageetika. 
Jyotibhanj & Adibhanj 


Previously, Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar 

Were ruled by one king. The king had two sons 
Named Adibhanj and Jyotibhanj. So, he 
divided his state into two parts: the part west 
to the Baitarani river (currently known as 
Keonjhar) and the part east to the Baitarani 
"ver (currently known as Mayurbhanj). He 
distributed the two states between his two 
Sons. Jyotibhanj's state was known as 
Jamagarava Kshetramandala’ and Adibhanj's 
State was known as ‘Khijiling Mandala’. These 
two brothers loved each other. So they wanted 
‘0 build their capitals on the two sides of the 
Baitarani , so that they would be able to meet 
everyday during bath in that holy river. Angas 
two capitals were named as ‘Jyotipur and 
dipur' respectively, after the name of the 
brothers. These two places exist even now, 
earing the history of the creation of the two 
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sister lands. Jyotibjanj ruled Keonjhar from 
1128 AD to 1158 AD. 


Jyotibhanj tried to search for a place for 
a new capital. While his men were searching 
for a place, they saw a jackal attacking a wolf 
(known as 'Kendua Bagha’). They selected that 
place for building a new fort. A stream (known 
as ‘Jharana' in Oriya) was emerging near a 
Kendu tree there. So the name of the place 
was kept Kendujhar (Kendu + Jhar). 
Jyotibhanj shifted his capital from Jyotipur to 
Kendujhar (modern Keonjhargarh). 


Bhanja Dynasty in Kendujhar 


After the death of Jyotibhanj, his son 
Udaya Narayana Bhanj became the king. He 
ruled from 1158 AD to 1173 AD. He built the 
village Udaypur on the bank of Baitarani. A fter 
his death, his son Jagateshwar Bhanj ruled for 
only 3 years (from 1173 AD to 1176 AD). 
Later Ananta Narayana Bhanj ruled till 1181 
AD and his son Chuneshwar Bhanj ruled from 
1181 AD to 1234 AD. At that time Moguls 
had already come to India. 


After Chuneshwar Bhanj, his son 
Santhei Bhanj ruled till 1246 AD. He ruled 
only for one decade and then he left his palace 
and lived the life of a saint in a cave of 
Kankurita hill in Polasponga village. That hill 
and the cave still exist in Polasponga. 


King Hadubhanj ruled from 1417 AD 
to 1432 AD after his father Gopinath Bhanj. 


King Govinda Bhanj 


Govinda Bhanj was son of Trilochan 
Bhanj, who ruled from 1480 AD to 1534 AD. 
His deserves a very important place in the 
history of Keonjhar. He ruled Keonjhar during 
the reign of Kalinga king Purushottam Dey 
He was the commander of the army of kin 
Purushottam Dev in the Kanchi war ate 
brought Goddess Maa Tarini to Ghatagaon os 
built the Biragovindapur shashay mre 
Raghunath Jiu Temple. He used to vist vn 
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Tarini (27 miles of journey) and Lord 
Raghunath Jiu (45 miles of journey) every day. 
During his reign, Jagannath culture and 
Vaishnavism gained importance in the region. 
He was also a devotee of Shree Chaitanya Dev. 
This way he was inclined towards Vaishnav 
concept. He got the 'Parichha' title from King 
Purushottam Dev. During his reign, silver coin 
became the medium of exchange for the first 
time in the region. He started the concept of 
‘Sera’, 'Mana', 'Pahi', 'Pudi', 'Pala' for 
measurement. He was also a great poet. He 
has written four books Baula Charita, Rama 
Gatha, Bhakta Vinoda, Charana Sudhanidhi. 


The Bhanja Kings of Keonjhar after 
Govinda Bhanj 


After Govinda Bhanj, his son Rudra 
Narayana Bhanj ruled Keonjhar from 1534 AD 
to 1591 AD. He built Rudranarayanapur 
shasan. His son, Siva Narayana Bhanj 
succeeded 1591 AD to 1654 AD. His son 
Lakshmi Naryana Bhanj succeeded him and 
ruled from 1654 AD to 1688 AD. At that time 
India was ruled by the Moghul emperor 
Aurangzeb. Lakshmi Naryana Bhanj won 
'Machara' fort of Anandpur from Moguls. He 
located the starting point of Baitarani river at 
Gonashika. He built the Baladev Jiu Temple 
(or Jagannath Temple) at Kendujhargarh and 
started Ratha Yatra there. King Raghunath 
Bhanj succeeded his father Lakshmi Naryana 
Bhanj and ruled from 1700 AD to 1719 AD. 
He built Raghunathpur shasan in Salapara. His 
son Nrusimha Narayana Bhanj ruled Keonjhar 
from 1727 AD to 1736 AD. It is said that he 
killed five Brahmins while revolting against 
his father. He built one Brahmin Shasan named 
Nrusimha Narayana Pur in that place, 
repenting for his mistake. He worshipped the 
famous deity, Danda Devi. One saint brought 
‘Danda Devi! to the palace. During that time 
Keonjhar became a land of sadhana. During 
his time Keonjhar went under Marattha rule. 
King Kameshwar Bhanj succeeded him and 


ruled till 1758 AD. Then his son, Seeiie | 


Bhanj ruled till 1764 AD. 


Pratap Balabhadra Narayana Bhanj was 
the son of Jagateshwar Bhanj who ruled from 
1764 AD to 1792 AD. During his time 
Pallahara War, Sukinda War and Bamra War 
took place. In the war between Dhenkanal king 
and Marattha warrior Chimanji Bapu, he 
supported Maratthas. During that time 
Maratthas tried to rule Orissa, but no kings 
were completely under Maratthas. The 
Marattha soldiers Were called B 
used to exploit the natives, King Pratap 
Balabhadra Narayana Bhanj was also a great 
poet. His famous work Was Ambika Vilasha, 
which deals with the Story of the marriage 
between Lord Siva and Goddess Parvati. 
Bemides, he has also written Dasha Avatara 
Prabandha and Vishnu Sahasra Nama, 
Jaladhara Chautisha, ete. Ambika Vilasha was 
published by Banambara Acharya in 1937 AD. 
Pandit Thai and Narayana Brahma Rajguru 


had written Kambujharee and Sangita Ratna 


respectively, during his time. 


After him, his son Janarddana Bhanj 
tuled Keonjhar from 1792 AD to 1831 AD. 
He divided the state into 44 Dandpats and 
apponted one 'Gada Nayak' per Dandapat for 
running administration. He © built 
Kendujhargarh town, Consisting of seven 
shashans and two Sahis. 


British Rule 


argees, who 


Before British rule i 
29 princely states 
Anugul, Athmallil 
Bonai, Dashapal 


n Orissa, there were 
under the Khurdha king : 
K, Athgarh, Baud, Bamra, 


la, Hindol] Dhenkanal, 
Talcher, Gangpur, Kalahandi, Khandapara, 


Pion Nayagarh, Nilgiri, Ranpur, 
onpur, Redhakhol, Tigiria, Ali, Kanika, 
Kendujhar and Mayurbhanj. 


ae In 1803 AD, Lord Wesley planned to 
pring Orissa under the East India Company 
tule. Wesley also came to know about the 


Orissa Review # September-2001 


Princely states. He established good relations 
With the kings of these states and got their 
support. Then he attacked Puri from the south. 
At that time Orissa was under Maratthas and 
people were exploited by the Bargees. Orissa 
came under British rule on 3rd September, 
1803. The Barabati fort at Cuttack was 
panes by the British army on 22nd 
eptember 1803. In this way the Mogalbandi 
‘saa came under the East India Company. 
a of the gadajats signed the Alliance pact 
a the British. Kendujhar king Janardan 
aa also signed the pact, according which, 
ne kings had to (i) obey East India Company, 
. Pay tax of 21600 rupees and 6 pahula 
etd in maximum three installments, (iii) 
fee own army to fight on the side of East 
a ia Company, if some other neighbour didn't 
eae to come under British rule. The two 
7a Kendujhar and Mayurbhanj were given 
. erent status from other gadajats. Kendujhar 
ar Not bound to provide military help to East 
th ia Company, neither was it bound to allow 
Th British army to pass through the state. 
aad Janarddan Bhanj had signed the 
oer pact with East India Company, 19 the 
ler stage he didn't have good relationship 
a it. Prasanna Kumar Mishra in his book, 
he Political Unrest in Orissa in the 19th 
entury says, "In 1821 he opposed the 
ee enint of the unsurrectionary Kolls of 
on ebhum. Again in 1827 he opposed the 
Snstruction of a road from Sambalpur to 
idnapur through his territory." 


B; The son of Janarddan Bhanj was 
\seswar Bhanj, who ruled from 1831 to 
838. His successor was his son Gadadhar 
arayana Bhanj who ruled from 1838 to 1861- 
~Uring his period the first war of 
'Ndependence, or the '‘Sepoy Mutiny’ broke out. 
Ut unfortunately the king helped the British 
ptyeThough his maternal uncle, the king of 
odahat supported the mutiny, he didn't. His 
amily life was not smooth. He had two 


queens: Bishnupriya, the elder and Kamala 
Devi, the younger. Bishnupriya didn't have any 
son, whereas the younger queen had her son, 
Dhanurjay Narayana Bhanj. Bishnupriya didn't 
want to make Dhanurjay the future king, rather 
she wanted to adopt the younger brother of 
Mayurbhanj king, Brindavan Bhanj as son and 
wanted to make him the future king. 
Anticipating problems, the king made a secret 
document which said that no other than 
Dhanurjay could become the king of Keonjhar 
after his death. This document was with British 
Government. He was also a poet, who wrote 
Labanya  Rasamruta Laharee and 
Rasamuktabalee. He brought from 
Singhbhum, Manabhum, Dhalabhumi & 
Birbhumi to implement improved farming 
technique in the hilly area of Keonjhar. Initially 
seven Kudumi families came to this region 


crossing the Baitarani river at Champua. He 


died on 22nd March 1861. 


Ratna Nayak 

Gadadhar Bhanj used to exploit the 
people of Keonjhar. The Bhuyans and Juangas 
used to work without wages. Even ft happened 
at the time of building of the Jagannath Temple 
at Kendujhargarh during Lakshmi Narayana 
Bhanj's time. So the continuous exploitation 
brought revolution in the mind of Bhuyans. 
The leader of this rebellion was Ratna Nayak. 


Queen Bishnupriya wanted her adopted 
son Brindavan Bhanj to become the king of 
Keonjhar after Gadadhar Bhanj. But she didn't 
know about the secret document made by the 
king regarding the future ruler of Keonjhar. 
The British government gave the decision in 
favour of Dhanurjay Narayana Bhanj. But the 
Bhuyans didn't accept that decision and they 
supported Queen Bishnupriya. Bhuyans 
revolted under the leadership of Ratna Nayak 
They killed the Dewan Chandra Sekhar Dhal. 
They used to steal the postal bags thereby 
spoiling the postal communication eee 


between Cuttack and Chaibassa. In order to 
suppress this revolution, T.E. Ravenshaw 
asked for the help of the Deputy Commissioner 
of Singhbhum, Mr. Hess, who started for 
Keonjhar on 7th May 1868 with an army. At 
that time the king Dhanurjay Narayana Bhanj 
was surrounded by rebels. Mr Hess freed the 
king, but the leaders could not be caught. 
Houses of the Bhuyans were burnt. Finally 
Ratna Nayak, Nanda Nayak and their 
colleagues were caught by the Pallahara king 
on 15th August 1868. Ratna and his six 
colleagues were hanged and about a hundred 
rebels were sent to jail. 


Dharanidhar Nayak 


The Keonjhar Rebellion in 1891 was 
lead by Dharanidhar Bhuyan. It continued for 
three years. It was the war of independence 
and against the exploitation by Keonjhar king 
and British government. Dharanidhar was born 
on 5th May 1964 in Kusumita village in 
Gandhamardan hills, at a distance of 15 km 
from Keonjhargarh. His father was Laxmana 
Nayak, and mother Baigani Devi. He was the 
youngest among his brothers and sisters. In 
1887, he completed his training in survey in 
Cuttack and joined Keonjhar state office as a 
surveyor without pay. During that time a 
system called bethi, work without pay, was 
prevalent in Keonjhar. The king used the 
Bhuyans and Juangas for bethi. The state 
officials were corrupt. Dhanurjay Narayana 
Bhanj was the king and Phakir Mohan 
Senapaii was his Dewan 


The rebellion had its root in the digging 
ofacanal from Machha Kandana River, which 
is known as Machha Kandana Jor. Machha 
Kandana river flows in the hills, near the 
King's palace. Making a canal by digging the 
stones was very difficult. But the King ordered 
to the Bhuyans to do ‘bethi' to dig this canal. 
Engineer Bichitrananda Dash, who was the 
Assistant Manager, and Constable Narayana 
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Pahi used to exploit people. Gopal Nayak, the 
elder brother of Dharanidhar Nayak opposed 
this, but he was sent to jail. After all these 
incidente Dharanidhar could not keep himself 
quict and he protested. 


The movement started from Gandibeda 
dandpat, which was Dharani's own dandpat. 
It spread quickly to Hunda, Nayakot, 
Nayagarh, Kalikaprashad, Chamakpur, 
Jyotipur and Rajnagar dandpats. Bhuyans and 
other tribal from about 800 villages and 60 
sarddars (leaders) joined this movement. The 
rebels killed the people connected to the king's 
government. The king escaped from the palace 
and went to Anandpur on 7th May 1891. The 
leaders of this revolution were Dharanidhar 
of Kendujhar, Dalei Sarddar of Jayantigarh and 
Narendra Mohapatra of Singhbhum. The 
number of rebels increased to about 2000. On 
the other side, the Manager Phakir Mohan 
Senapati went to Cuttack to inform the British 
Superintendent, Mr. G. Taynbee about the 
movement. He and later the King requested 
for army and the Superintendent provided 300 
‘Paikas' ('Paikas' were the farmers who used 
to become soldiers of the kings army during 
war time). Then the deposed king Dhanurjay 
Bhanj and Phakir Mohan with 300 Paikas, 
started from Anandpur for Kendujhargarh. But 
in Ghatagaon they got the message that the 
Bhuyans had already seized the palace. The 
King got frightened and returned back to 
Anandpur. Only Phakir’ Mohan went to 
Kendujhargarh with the Paikas. On the way at 
Basantpur he was caught by the the Bhuyans. 
Phakir Mohan was produced before 
Dharanidhar in Raisuan. Dharanidhar asked 
Phakir Mohan whether he wanted to become 
his Manager (at that time Dharanidhar had 
already taken the control of the political system 
of the state). Phakir Mohan agreed. But 
actually he planned to suppress this mutiny. 
Within three days of his stay at Dharani's place, 
he made Dharani take paan, betel cones. He 


; 


told Dharani that he needed more betel leaves 
and he wanted to send a letter to his friend. 
Dharanidhar allowed him to do so. The letter 
Phakir Mohan wrote in Oriya to his friend 
Bholanath Khamaria ran as follows: 


"Bholanatha Khamaria janibu | 


Maharaninka putranka sakashe nitanta 
arakara | atishighra shahe paana duishaha gua 

op I uttara pakharu mahara kari akhu 

ae shighra pani madaibu | nohile akhubadi 
Inasha heba boli janibu | 


Phakir Mohan Senapati " 


oe pase a allowed this letter to be 
i , because he was not able to understand 
Secret message sent in this letter. Bholanath 
i. the letter, but was not able to understand 
Meaning. Finally Madhubabu (Madhu 
udan Das) was able to analyze the real 
meaning of the letter. 'Paana' actually meant 
eres, ‘Gua! ‘Bullets’, ‘Akhubadi' meants 
oe So the meaning of the letter came out 
Send 100 soldiers with guns and 200 
ullets from northern side to attack the palace." 
§ 1S message went to the British 
Win eendent. The Chaibassa Commissioner 
P| th his army came from Chakradharpur. 
ied Mohan cleverly motivated Dharanidhar 
Meet the British Commissioner. Dharan! 
nap to know that Phakir Mohan had built a 
ge to get him caught by the British army. 
aan was suddenly encircled by the British 
my at a place between village Putulia and 
‘gadi. He understood the Manager's trick. 
3 Ut it was the end of the story and he was 
aught. He was sentenced to a term of seven 
Years by Anandpur court. Then the control of 
© Keonjhar state went to the British 
®°vernment. The King was expelled; Phakir 
‘Shan controlled the system. The deposed 
“ng Dhanurjay Bhanj appealed and he was 
wowed to become the king; but under the 
ritish control, Raibahadur Nanda Kishore 
ash, political representative of the 
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Government, was appointed to control the 
affairs of the state. 


After completing his seven year term 
Dharanidhar went to Cuttack in 1897. He was 
not allowed by the British Government to 
come to Keonjhar. He wanted to live like a 
saint for the rest of the life. He had a very good 
relationship with the king of Aul. He also 
learnt tantra. He spent his last life in Puri 
offering worship to Lord Jagannath. He had 
contact with Pandit Gopabandhu Dash and 
Pandit NilaKantha Dash. It is said that the King 
Dhanurjay Narayan Bhanj and Phakir Mohan 
Senapati had come to Dharanidhar to beg 
pardon for their deeds and Dharanidhar 
forgave them. Saint Dharanidhar died on 
Baishakha Purnima in 1944. 
Non-cooporation Movement in Keonjhar 


On February 2nd, 1920 the Utkal 
Pradesh Congress Committee came into 
existence under the leadership of Utkalmani 
Pandit Gopabandhu Dash. The Non- 
Cooperation Movement against the British 
rule spread all over Orissa. Keonjhar also 
joined this movement. Nanda Puhana of 
Bancho and Madhusudan Mishra of 
Bholanuagaon took the leadership in 
Anandpur area. Similarly, Bishnu Dash of 
Singhbhum first brought the movement to 
Champua. In Keonjhar sadar, Jagabandhu 
Chakravarti took the leadership. In 1920, an 
article entitled "Keunjhar Samasya' appeared 
in Utkal Dipika, in which the exploitation by 
the State Superintendent Mr. J. H. Prise was 
published. On 16th May 1921, there was a 
huge rally in Kendujhargarh protesting against 
the British rule. The people raised slogans 
against the British rulers in the form of Kirtan, 
British government tried to suppress the 
rally. 


General situation in Keonjhar district 
during the early 20th century 

After Dhanurjay Narayana Bhanj, his 
son Gopinath Narayana Bhanj succeeded him. 


He was the king from 1905 to 1906. He offered 
one pregnant woman as a sacrifice before the 
goddess Danda Devi. But this came to light 
and he was declared mad. So in 1906, he was 
forced to step down and State Superintendent 
Mc Milan took over the administration, as 
prince Balabhadra Narayana Bhanj was a 
minor at that time. He sent money and military 
aid to England during World War I. During 
his time, motor vehicle was introduced in the 
state. After him, Mr. J. H. Prise became the 
State Superintendent on 18th January 1919. 
Keonjhar Court, Keonjhar Town Hall were 
built and Telegraph Office at Anandpur, 
Nicolson Forest Training School at Champua 
were set up during this period. But he also 
exploited the people. In 1929, King 
Balabhadra Narayana Bhanj, son of Gopinath 
Narayana Bhanj, became the king at the age 
of 24. He established Gibson High School in 
Keonjhargarh in 1934 and Balabhadra 
Narayana High School in Anandpur in 1944. 
Later, the name of the Gibson High School 
was changed to Dhanurjay Narayan High 
School. He also established a residential 
school for Bhuyans at Suakati. 


Until 1917 the remarkable potentialities 
of vast mineral resources of Keonjhar were in 
dark. Mr. Fedrick Dundas Whiffin , the then 
Manager of M/s Bengal Trading Co, visited 
Keonjhar to explore possibilities of extending 
their timber business. He discovered a huge 
iron deposit in the Champua subdivision and 
brought this to limelight. The prominant 
companies involved in mineral exploration 
were M/s TISCO, M/s Birds:& Co, M/s M. A. 
Tollach's Mines, M/s Serajuddin & Co, M/s 
S. N. Sen's Mines and M/s S. Lal's Mines. 


The first electrical power house (disel 
engine) was installed in the district in the early 
thirties.It was of 175 kw capacity. 


Keonjhar and the Gadajat Prajamandala 
Andolana 


On Ist April 1936, Orissa became a 
separate province. But Gadajats were not 
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included in Orissa. The situation in the 
princely states was not good. The king, his men 
and the Government agents exploited the 
people. The people of the Gadajats revolted 
and this revolt was known as 'Gadajat 
Prajamandala Andolana', which continued 
from 1937 to 1948. It started on 24th July 
1938, when around ten thousand people 
protested in Nilagiri. The movement spread 
to Dhenkanal, Talcher and Ranapur. There was 
police firing in Dhenkanal. The leader in 
Dhenkanal was Baishnaba Pattnaik and the 
leader in Talcher was Pabitra Mohan Pradhan. 
It spread to Keonjhar district quickly. In 
Anandpur people protested. There were rallies, 
meetings and campaigning against the system 
in Gadajats. In Champua subdivision, the 
movement was lead by Banshidhar Pradhan. 
Other leaders in Champua were Padmacharan 
Nayak, Kara Nayak, Arjuna Mahanta, 
Harekrishna Mahanta, Raja Balhabha Mishra 
etc. Padma Charan Nayak was grilled and his 
brother Kara Nayak was fired by British 
people. In Anandpur, Narayan Chakra and 
Rangadhar Dash were the leaders of this 
movement. The leaders in Keonjhar sadar were 
Kangali Charan Panda, Bhimasen Rout (of 
Ghatagaon), Jagabandhu Chakrabarti etc. 
Finally in 1st January 1948, 25 Gadjats merged 
with Orissa. those Gadjats were Athgarh, 
Athmallik, Kalahandi, Keonjhar, Kharshuan, 
Khandapara, Gangpur, Nilagiri, Pallahara, 
Badamba, Bonai, Bamrah, Dashpalla, 
Nayagarh, Narasinghpur, Tigiria, Talcher. 
Dhenkanal, Boud, Bolangir, Bolangir Patana, 
Ranapur, Rairakhol, Sonepur, Sareikela and 
Hindol. But Mayurbhanj remained an 
independent Gadajat. Hence Sareikela and 
Kharsuan remained separated from Orissa. 


Lakshmi Narayana Bhanj the younger 
brother of Balabhadra Narayana Bhanj became 
the MLA of Keonjhar in the first election held 
in 1952. He was elected as MP of Keonjhar 0 
1957. He was the MP of Keonjhar till 1967. 


————_ 


Location 


Keonjhar district is situated towards the 
northern part of Orissa. It is situated between 
11'N & 20°10 latitude, and 85° 11"E and 

6° 22'E longitude. The district is surrounded 
by Mayurbhanj district in the east, Angul in 
the west, Dhenkanal in the southwest, 
Sundargarh, in the north west, Singhbhum,in 
the north, Jajpur in the south and Bhadrak 
district in the southeast directions. 


The area of Keonjhar district is 8,31 ,000 
li It is situated at an altitude 480 meters. 
he major part of this district is hilly. 


Keonjhar is the headquarters of 
Keonjhar district. This town is bisected by 
National Highway 6 in the east-west direction, 
Which connects Calcutta and Mumbai. It is 354 
km from Calcutta. This town is also bisected 
by Cuttack-Rourkela state highway in north- 
South direction. 


Climate 


This region has tropical wet-dry (or 
tropical savanna) climate. Being distant from 
Sea, humidity here is not very high, whereas 
the climate is also not completely dry. 
According to the statistics taken in 1997, 
Maximum temperature was 41 5° C, whereas 
the minimum temperature is 8° C. The average 
(Over 12 months) maximum temperature 
remains around 33° C whereas the average 
(over 12 months) minimum temperature 
femains around 16° C. The annual average 
rainfall received is 1535 mm. This region 
receives rain due to South-West Monsoon. 
Usually the rainy season starts from mid-June 
and continues till September. 


Topography 
The length of the dis 
South is nearly 145 km. 
teadth from east to west is abo 
With a general slope from north to sou 
district is divided into three geogra 
regions: 


trict from north to 
and the average 
ut 65 km. 
th. The 
phical 
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(a) Plain region: Anandpur subdivision (637 sq. miles) 


(b) Hilly region: Keonjhar sadar subdivision (1990 sq. 
miles) 

(c) Hilly & plain region: Champua subdivision (590 
sq. miles) 


The mountain tops appear from the low 
lands to be sharply ridged or peaked, but in 
reality they have extensive table-lands on their 
summits, fit for both pasture and tillage. The 
average elevation in its central part is about 
500m. But most of the areas have a general 
elevation of over 600 m. The Baitarani river 
takes its rise in the hilly north-western 
division. The State highway passing through 
the district headquarters Keonjhargarh 
approximately bisects the district into two 
similar natural regions. 

Mountains 


This region is a part of Eastern Ghats. 
Followings are the mountains in the district. 


Mountains Height 
Mankadanacha 1,117 Mtr. 
Gandhamardan 1,060 Mtr. 
Gonasika 978 Mtr. 
Khajaru 918 Mtr. 
Khandadhar 915 Mtr. 
Thakurani 913 Mtr. 
Ranga 897 Mir, 
Tomaka 785 Mtr. 
Mahaparbat 716 Mtr. 
Rivers * 


1. Baitarani: 

It is the most important river of this 
region. Its origin is at Gonasika.It serves as a 
border between Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj 
districts. : 
2. Salandi: 

It is another important river. It starts 
from Similipal hills of Mayurbhanj district and 
flows through the Keonjhar district. Fam@is 
Hadgarh dam is on this river. : 
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Other rivers which flow through this 
district are: Aradei, Kanjhari, Seeta, 
Kukurkata, Kusai, Musal, Samakoi, 
Machhakandana, Remal, Karo. 


Forests 


The Keonjhar region is full of tropical 
forests. Sal is abundant in this region. 
Followings are the different type of sal forests 
seen here. 

(a) Dry wood forest 

(b) Open grassy dry Sal forest 

(c) High level plateau Sal 

(d) Moist hill Sal 

(e) Valley Sal 

(f) Santal Sal 


Besides this, other kinds of trees which 
are seen in this region are: Asan, Kurum, 
Gambhari, Mango, Bamboo, Teak, Sishoo, 
Krushnachuda, Kendu, etc. 


The classification of forest area in 
Keonjhar district as on 31st Dec. 1997 is as 
follows : 


Classification Area in Sq. Km. 
Reserved Forest 1834.09 
Demarked protected Forest 237.64 
Undemarked protected Forest 220.79 
Undeserved Forest 2.26 
Total 768.40 


Wildlife 
Following animals are seen in this region: 


Tiger : Tigers are occasionally seen within 
Rebana and Kalapat blocks. 


Leopard : These are seen Santoshpur, Atei, 
Kalapat, Rebana and Barabanka reserved 
forests. 


Elephant : Elephants are frequently seen in 
small herds in the forests like Boula, Kalapat, 
Rebana, Atei. 


Bison : Bison herds are occasionally seen in 
Kalapat and Rebana reserved forests. 
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Sambara : Sambaras are quite common in hilly 
forest area and are more ofien seen in the 
Kalapat, Rebana reserved forests. Spotted 
Deer, Barking Deer and Wild boar are found 
throughout the district. 


Monkey : Monkeys are quite common and are 
seen in the valleys 


Bear : Bears are also seen in this region. 


Snake : Most commonly seen poisonous snakes 
are vipers and kraits. King cobras are also seen. 
Non-poisonous snakes like water-snakes are 
found in the ponds. 


Population : 


According to 200] census(Provisional), 
total population of Keonjhar district is 
1,561,521, out of which 789,826 are male and 
771,695 female. The sex ratio is, 977 females 
per 1000 males. 


Languages : 


The mother tongue of the people of 
Keonjhar district is Oriya, but several tribal 
languages are also spoken. Even, Oriya is 
spoken in different accents in different parts 
of the district. 


Races: 


Keonjhar distri 


cth g tribal 
population. The t. as a good 


=f Ibes include Kolha, Juanga. 
n, Saunti, Bhumija, Santala, Saura, 
Ganda, Ho, Bathudi, ete. Besides the tribal 
Population, people belonging to different 
Castes and religions live in the district 

ell 's believed to have started 
in Juanga lan 


- They used to stay i” 
tdan hills, and in Banspal, 


Bhuian: They are Called 
meaning is "the son oft 


"‘Bhumi Putra’, whose 
he earth." This race !§ 


on . 
re among the ancient human races. This is 
second largest group of Keonjhar district. 


ee This race is also one among the 
wane uman races. The people are lovers 
tie se and dance. ‘Madal’ and 'Dhol' are 
ole Tn musical instruments of Kolha 
Mesias n the festivals and on special 
Le os like marriage, they used to perform 
' — Men beat 'Dhol’, ‘Nagara’ and 
Durin en women perform group dance. 
fee ussera times, they perform ‘Bhuang' 

unga’ ravelling from village to village. ‘Sing 
gods and 'Marang Bunga’ are the important 

worshipped by Kolha people. 


Saunt - : 
a : Saunti people seen in Keonjhar and 
Aol districts. These people are music 
da ts. Song competitions continue through 
Ys and nights. 


pind (or Kudumi) : These people are seen 
a Orissa and south Bihar regions. 
Beate is the occupation of these people. 
rou . ar king Gadadhar Narayana Bhanj 
ee t seven Kudumi families from south 
aun and south Bengal to Keonjhar in order 
‘ prove farming techniques in the region. 
od eee is ‘Kumali', but they speak 
ofth riya. 'Mahanta' is the surname of most 
are: og people. Main festivals of these people 
\°: 'Gobardhan Puja’ (or 'Goru Bandana’), 
sae Shankranti' and "Karma Puja’. These 
ay Ple are also music lovers and Madal is their 
Orite musical instrument. They used to sing 
umars, 


longing to several 


Besides, people be 
Khandayat, 


Cay 
ne such as Brahmin, Karana, 
at Kurmi, Teli, Dhoba, barika, Dama, 
on Ghashi ete. Lights are thrown below on 
Me of the selected races live in this district. 
Festivals: . 


Following are the important festivals 


“Clebrated here : 


Raj : 
ae shankranti - This festiv 
day of the month of Jyes 


al starts from the 
tha and ends on 
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pe a eer It usually 
: th of June. This is 
believed that the union of Father Sky and 
Mother Earth takes place through rain and 
Mother Earth produces various crops. So 
during these three days ploughing is not done. 
The festival is meant for start of the farming 
for the year. Raja Shankranti is celebrated in 
most parts of the district, particularly at 
Sitabinji. 

Makara Shankrant! : This festival is celebrated 
on the first day of the month of Magha (around 
14th January). Usually, the festival is 
celebrated in the places where Siva Temples 
are there. The places famous for Makara- 
Shankranti are: Brahmeswara Temple, 
Barhatippra, Kesharikunda, Murga-Mahadev 
etc. This is a famous festival for casts like 
Saunti, Kurmi, Kolha etc. The Kurmi ladies 
used to go from village to village with an idol 
made of earth, called 'Tusu'. On the day of 
Makara Shankranti, they used to worship the 
deity. 


Maha Bis! 
festival ce 


huva Shankranti : This is the main 
lebrated in the Temple of Goddess 
Tarini in Ghatagaon, 45 km from Keonjhar 
town. It is celebrated on the first day of the 
month of Baishakha (around March 14th). 
This festival is also celebrated near the 


Goddess Basuli at Jyotipur and at Chamakpur, 


Maha Sivaratri : Lord Siva is worshipped 
during this festival. It is celebrated in the Siva 
temples. It falls on Chaitra Sukla Chaturdashi 
(usually in the first week of March). The 
important places where this festival is 
celebrated are Kusaleswar (Deogaon) 
Gonasika, Bodapalasa (near Keonjhar oot 
Champua, Deojhar and Swam patna. . 


Ratha Yatra : The Ratha-Yatra (or Car Festival 
is celebrated in Jagannath Temple, Keonjh ) 
in the same way as in Puri. But the differes ar 
here is that there is only one Ratha inste fe 
three Rathas as in case of Puri. [t aa aN 
: n 


Ashadha Shukla Dwitiya towards the end of 
June or beginning of July). 


Dussera : Goddess Durga is worshipped. This 
festival is usually celebrated in the mining 
towns like Barbil, Joda, Bolani, in Keonjhar 
town. 


Baruni Yatra: The Baruni Yatra is celebrated 
on the Krishnapaksha trayodasi in the month 
of Chaitra (March-April). On the day of 
Baruni, many people take their holy dip in 
the sacred Baitarani river. A fair is held in the 
Bramheshwar Temple, Gonashika. 


Kali Puja : This festival is celebrated on the 
day of Diwali. Kurmi people celebrate it as 
‘Gobardhan Puja' or 'Goru Bandana’. This the 
most important festival of these people. They 


used to worship cows and bullocks during this 
festival. 


Karma Puja : Kurmis celebrate the festival, 
which commences on a Thursday in the 
month of Margasira (November-December) 
and is celebrated for eight days. The festival 
culminates with offerings to the presiding 


deity. 


Ramanavami, Janmastami, Rakshi 
Purnima (or Gamha Purnima), Dola Purnima 
(or Holi), Chandana Yatra, Bada Osha, 
Manabasha Gurubara, Mangala Osha, 
Sudusha Brata, Prathamastami, Nuakhai, 
Bodam Puja, etc. are among other important 
festivals celebrated in this region. 


Dances and cultural events : 


Different types of dances are performed 
in Keonjhar district. Following are some of 
the important dances, 


Pala: Pala is a popular form of cultural show 
In which a team of 4 or 5 persons perform. A 
topic based on Hindu mythology is chosen; 
lines are recited and explanations on these 

hout the performance. 


continue throug 
» 
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Instruments such as 'Karatala'’ or 'Jhanja' are 
used. It is usually performed in the evening. 


Das-kathia : A team consisting of two persons, 
the 'Gayaka' and the 'Palia', take part in 
Daskathia. The musical instrument used is 
‘Ramakathia', which consists of two flat 
wooden sticks. The focus is on Oriya and 
Sanskrit literatures. 


Chhau Dance : This is the dance of warriors. 
People, dressed like ancient soldiers, dance as 
if they fight in the battlefield. 'Ashanpat' of 
Keonjhar district is believed to be the place of 
origin of Chhau dance. It spread to 
Mayurbhanj, Sareikela and Purulia. The recent 
discovery of 'Natraj' statue from Ashanpat 
proves the existence ofa great dance tradition 
in this region. 


Several types of tribal dances take place 
in Keonjhar region. Dancers dance to the tune 
of dhols and madals. Kolhas perform 'Bhuang’ 
dances during Dussera times. 


Maa Tarini Temple, Ghatagaon 


Historical Places and Temples: 


1. Keonjhar town and Peripheri, 
2. Maa Tarini Temple, Ghatagaon, 
3. Gonasika, 

4. Sitabinji, 

5. Barhatippra, 

6. Deogaon, 

7. Holy Baitarani river. 


Scenic Places: 

1. Sana-ghagara and Bada-ghagara waterfalls, 
2. Murga Mahadev, 

3. Hadgarh, 

4. Khandadhar waterfall, 

5. Bhimkund, 

6. Kesharikund, 
7. Handibhanga. 


% 


Sanghagra waterfall 


_ Towns: 

| 1. Keonjhar 
2. Barbil 

3. Joda 

_ 4. Anandpur 

_ 5. Champua 

6. Balani 


i} 7. Kiriburu 


approximately 250 km 
km from Sambalpur, 
arid 354 km from 
ice is available from 


| Keonjhar town is 
from Bhubaneswar, 212 
235 km from Rourkela 


_ Calcutta, Regular bus serv! 
_ these cities to Keonjhar. 
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Nearest Airport: 
Bhubaneswar (6 hours of bus journey) 
Kolkata (9 hours of bus journey) 


Nearest Railway Station: 


Bhubaneswar (6 hours of bus journey )Jajpur-Keonjhar 
Road (3.5 hours of bus journey) 


Rourkela (6 hours of bus journey ) 
Sambalpur(6 hours of bus journey ) 


Jamsedpur(4 hours of bus journey) 


Places to see: 
Keonjhar town itself is scenic. Surrounded by 
Gandhamardan hills, the town appear to be a 
paradise on the earth. Following places should 
worth seeing. 

1. Jagannath Temple: 

2. Puruna Uasa (Old fort of the king) 

3. Siddha Matha 

4, Sana Ghagara waterfall 

5, Bada Ghagara waterfall 

6. Gonasika 


Places to Stay 

There are good hotels in Keonjhar town, 
where visitors can stay. 
Sitabinji. 

The 4th century stone inscriptions and 
rock painting are found in Sitabinji. This place 
carries the proof ofa great civilization situated 
in the bank of Baitarani river in the ancient 
age. The main monuments found in Sitabinji 
are: Sitanka Entudisala, Ravana Chhaya, 
Chaturmukha Brahma, Bhandara Ghara, Stone 
inscriptions. 

The Legend behind Sitabinji and 'Sitanka 
Entudisala' 


Legend has it that in the age of 
Ramayana, Goddess Sita gave birth to her two 
sons, 'Lava' and 'Kusha' here. So there are three 
stones on this hill, which are worshipped as 
‘Sita’, ‘Lava’ and 'Kusha'. There is a cavelike 


place nearby, which is known as the place 
where Sita gave birth to Lava and Kusha. In 
Oriya, people call it as 'Sitanka Entudisala’. 
People believe that ifa barren woman takes a 
round of 'Sitanka Entudisala' holding the stone 
idols of Lava and Kusha, she can bear children. 


This place was believed to be the place 
of bandit 'Ratnakara', who eventually changed 
to saint 'Valmiki', the author of the Ramayana. 
Valmiki gave shelter to Sita after Rama sent 
her to forests and Sita gave birth to Lava and 
Kusha there. 


Ravana Chhaya 


This is one of the main attractions of 
Sitabinji. A flat stone lays horizontally over a 
huge vertical stone over 22 feet. The flat stone 
has come 15 feet outside, thereby making an 
umbrellalike structure. On the inner wall of 
the vertical flat stone, there is a picture of one 
warrier sitting on an elephant. This picture 


resemb 


Ajanta Archaeologists believe that this picture 


ran a paper entitled 
tabinji, District of 


Orissa Review # September-2001 


Keonjhar, Orissa’ in the a magazine of Institute 
of Fine Arts of New York University, has 
described this picture as an instance of 
‘Tempera Painting’, Arjun Joshi also 
subscribes to this view. But Professor Krushna 
Chandra Panigrahi holds the View that it is a 
case of 'Fresco Painting’. 


Chaturmukha Brahma 


This cylindrical stone of 9 inch diameter. 
is also known as ‘Panchamukhi Siva’, The local 
people call it as ‘Srupanakha’. Towards the top 
of it there are four human faces inscribed on 
the stone. It is protrudes one foot above the 
ground, Nobody knows how much of it is 
below the ground. The idol of a white elephant 
is also kept near this idol, which was found 
near the 'Sitanka Entudisala', 


Bhandara Ghara 


A very huge hemispherical stone is 
there, which is known as 'Bhandara Ghara’. It 
is said to be the store house of saint Valimiki. 
There are two huge stones on the two sides of 
it which make a door like appearance, and 
hence are called as Jaunli Kabata' (means 
double door). The height of this door is 65 feet. 


Stone Inscriptions at Sitabinji 


Some inscriptions are found on some 
black stones in Sitabinji. It is said that the 
scripts resemble those of south India. It is also 
believed that when Thirumala king went to 
Koshala, crossing Udra, he inscribed these 
scripts on stones in Sitabinji in order to keep 
the memory of his conqueror. But Sone 
archacologists do not subscribe to this view: 
They tell that though these inscriptions are 
neither in Devanagaree nor in Brahmee, but 
these may be 'Udra Prakruta', the local 
language of Udra at that time. Archaeologists 
say that the language of Udra was 'Udra 
Prakruta' till the 7th century. Later, it slowly 
changed and Oriya language emerged out of 
it. IL is believed that these inscriptions are ol 


the 4th century during the era of Keonjhar 
king, Disha Bhanj. But there is not correct 
Proof of all of the mentioned sayings. Some 
More research are required in order to find the 
Correct fact. Interested people are requested 
to carry research on it. 


There are other such monuments in the 
nearby areas such as Khanta Ghara, Dakeita 
Hudi, Patahara, Chandana pedi, Budhipat hill, 
Jarashandha hill, Phulabadi, Jodagarh, etc. 


How to reach Sitabinji 


__ Sitabinji is 30 km from Keonjhar. The 
hill is in the village Danguaposi. It is situated 
On the bank of river Sita. While going from 
Keonjhar towards Anandpur, one has to take 
a right turn at Katrabeda village, approx. 
Imately 5 km before reaching Dhenkikot. After 
Covering 8 km, one can reach Danguaposi 
_ Village. One can reserve a taxi from Keonjhar 

and go to Danguaposi, where an office of 
Archeological Survey of India is situated. 
The Baitarani : 

_ The Baitarani is believed to be a holy 
river in Orissa. It is believed that a dip in the 
Baitarani is equivalent to a dip in the holy 
Ganga, 
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The river starts from Gonasika on the 
Gandhamardan fills. It flows towards south 
along the Keonjhar-Mayurbhanj district 
border. It then enters Jajpur and Bhadrak 
districts. Finally it merges with Bay of Bengal 
at Dhamara. 


Important Places on the bank of Baitarani : 


All places which are touched by the 
Baitarani, are considered sacred. A number of 
siva temples the famous Biraja Temple in 
Jajpur and famous Akhandalamani Temple in 
Bhadrak district are situated on the bank of 
holy Baitarani river. Following are the 
important places on the river bank in Keonjhar 
district : 

1. Gonasika 

2. Champua 

3. Kesharikund 

4, Swam-Patna 

5. Bhimkund 

6. Anandpur 

Acknowledgement : Bipin Bihari Das. Bhanjabhumi 
Kendujhari Part-I and II. 


Source : Edited excerpts from www.keonjhar.com 


Courtesy : Brajabandhu Mishra, Software and Silicon 
Systems (I) Pvt Ltd, 3rd Floor, Prestige Meridian 1, 29 
MG Road, Bangalore 560001. 
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Tourism in South Orissa 
Problems and Prospects 


Southern parts of Orissa with virgin beaches, 
captivating Chilika lake, luxuriant forests with 
rich wildlife, lofty hills with spirally ascending 
roads, exquisite handicrafts, enchanting music, 
folk dances and festivals attract tourists. 
Beautiful rivers like Rushikulya, Vansadhara, 
Indravati, Kolab, etc. flow in this region which 
has a long coastline in the east, and which 
borders Andhra Pradesh in the south and 
Chattisgarh in the west. 


The unspoilt environment with its 
mystery and enchantment and the limitless 
panorama of flora and fauna has made this part 
of Orissa a nature-lover's paradise. A visit to 
this region through the spiral ghat roads like 
‘Kalinga Ghat' and 'Deo Ghat' is really a 
rewarding experience. 


The people of south Orissa, especially 
the tribals, inhabit the picturesque hill tops and 
thickly wooded land of this region, They live 
in houses built with indigenous architectural 
technology and local materials. Smal] and 
elegant, these houses provide an artistic insight 
into their life and culture, They have their own 
forms of art, culture, dance, music, and life- 
styles. They rejoice in numerous fairs and 
festivals throughout the year. They decorate 
their houses, prepare and use beautiful utensils, 
tatto their own bodies, wear fashionable 
ornaments and dress of large varieties, 


The Sauras of Koraput and Ganjam 

istricts are one of the most ancient tribes of 

7 i ssa. The Kandhas of Kandhamal district are 
rissa. Le 


xperts In climbing and hunting. The Bondas 
e 


Susanta Kumar Satapathy 


South Orissa has also earned a 


reputation as ag Store house of traditional 
handicrafts : brass and bell metalware of 
Belaguntha and Phulbani, horn works of 
Paralakhemundi, Silver works of Berhampur, 
Mathura (Athagada), carpets 
> Bomkai silk fabric of 


religion, Anthro 
Orinthology, 


S available atv 
South Orissa Offers 


destinations for th 


arious destinations. 
Many fascinating 
e discerning Visitors. 


actions may be divided into 
€gories : _ 


Tourist attr 
the following Cat 


i. 


Buddhist Shrines : J augada, Buddhakhol. 
2: 


Fort : Potagrah. 


om 
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i Places of historical importance : 
hagada Patana, Nandapur and Podagarh. 


4. Hot Spring : Taptapani 
5. Jain Monastery : Suai 
6 ‘ 
Lake and Birds Sanctuary : Chilika 


“a Pg been Centres : Biranchi Narayana 
Siddh, e, Buguda; Byaghradevi, Kullada; 
avairbi, Mantridi; Mahurikalua, Mahuri; 
ts Temple, Narayani; Centre of 
Mime Saktism and Saivism, 
Bari ag Taratarin1, Purushottampur; 
Chak, evi, Balasakumpa; Birupakshya, 
Ter pada; Cave shrine, Gupteswar; Saivaite 
mple, Padmapur and Papadahandi. 


8. : 
‘ Scenic Spots : Harabhangi, Mahendragiri, 
Su ma - Kantigada, Deomali hill, Jolaput, 
nabeda, Balimela, Chitrakonda, Kolab, Mottu, 


Chattj : 
oo Devagiri, Hatipathar and Mina- 
a. 


Sh 
& Sea-Beaches : Aryapalli, Gopalpur-on- 
4 and Pati-Sonepur. 
10 . 
} - Summer Resort : Daringibadi 
1 
; Water Falls ; Duduma and Ganda! 
2 ’ 
- Wild Life : Lakhary valley and Belg 
ustry in south 
t 25 lakh of 


ourist 
share 


hati 


har. 


da, encnnsn isa potential ind 
ome - Itis observed that about 2° 
Visit ‘ie tourists and 30,000 foregin t 
is leg rissa annually. And south Orissa's S° 
less than 30% of the total tourist arrival in 
.'Ssa. The area remains unexplored because 
oo of infrastructural development. More 
aeeg ortable modes of transport, better 
mmodation, proper care of heritage sites 

4Y result in the increase of the tourist arrivals. 

a © State Tourism Department has of course 
“Na few steps in these, regard. 
preservation of 
ant factor. All 
have to be 
and free 


eee” maintenance and 
a, 8 tourist sites is an import 
Pro Ments and tourist places 
Perly maintained and kept clean 


from encroachments. Gopalpur-on-sea 
Chilika-Nalaban, Jain Monastery of Suai the 
rock inscriptions of Jaugada and Podagada 
mural paintings on Biranchi Narayana temple 
of Buguda, wild life sanctuaries of Lakhary 
valley and Belghar which attract tourists need 
to be well preserved. Funds can be mobilised 
from different sources. 


Hotels, motels, tourist cottages and 
wayside amenities centres are necessary for 
any tourist destination. In view of the rising 


he number of tourists visiting south 


trend in t 
e given to 


Orissa, special attention need to b 
provide the accommodation at important 
centres such as Mahendragiri, Taratarini, 
Mantridi, Narayani, Aryapalli, Huma- 
Knatiagada, Patisonapur, Daringibadi, 
Chakapada, Mottu, Devagiri, 


Padmapur. ; 

Local bodies need to be full 
menities including rest sheds and 
tourists. Volunteers of 
National Service Scheme, Nehru Yuva 
Kendras, National Cadet Corps, Scouts, 
Guides and other local organisations should 
be motivated to join the efforts of local bodies 
anitation and cleanliness to tourists. 


Kolab and 


y involved 


in providing a 
Dharmasalas to 


to ensure Ss 
Travelling in south Orissa is an 
interesting experience for the tourists, who 
move through scenes of unimaginable beauty 
and grandeur. Hence there is a need for 
providing easy and comfortable transport 
covering the thrust areas, (i.e., Rambha- 
Berhampur-Gopalpur-Taptapani- 
Mahendragiri, Jeypore-Koraput-Sunabeda- 
Rayagada). Easy access to the virgin 
destinations can increase the tourist traffic. 


PROSPECTS 

Natural Health Resort: Taptapant is a pleasant 
site with a hot sulphur spring amidst the heart 
of nature. The hot water of this perennial 
spring has medicinal properties to cure the skin 
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diseases i.e., eczema and itch. It can be 


developed into a Health Resort (Spa). 


Daringibadi, one of the celebrated 
valleys of Orissa, has been nicknamed as the 
"Kashmir of Orissa." It can be developed into 
an ideal summer resort. 


Wildlife Tourism 


Development of tourism based on forest 
and wildlife should be encouraged. Locations 
like Belghar, Lakhary valley and 
Dandakaranya, which has rich wildlife should 
be protected. Forest lodges and rest houses 
should be made, renovated, improved and 
expanded to accommodate more tourists. 


Beach and Lake Tourism 


Provision of Beach Tourism need to be 
developed at Aryapalli, Pati-Sonapur and 
Gopalpur-on-sea. Facilities for surf-riding, 
kayaking and cruise should be provided at the 
Gopalpur beach. A marine drive from 
Aryapalli through Gopalpur upto Pati-sonapur, 
can be an added attraction. 


The Chilika lake, which has immense 
potential for tourism, should be further 
developed and its echo system should be 
preserved. The bird sanctuary (Nalaban) 
should be well preserved for bird watchers. 
Water adventure sports like water rafting, 
canoeing, water skiing and regatta should be 
organised at Chilika. 


Reservoir Tourism 


Reservoirs of irrigation project and 
electricity project should be utilised and 
developed for tourism. Reservoirs at 
Ghodahada, Kolab, Jalaput, Balimela, Sorada, 
should be provided with beautiful camp sites, 


with the facilities for picinicing, boating and 


* angling. Various water sports may also be 


organised. 
Tourist Holiday Village 


In south Orissa, Koraput district is best 
suited for holiday and leisure tourism. A 
Tourist Holiday Village can be set up for 
providing a green, serene and beautiful tribal 
atmosphere to the elite tourists. Prefinance of 


the tribal dance and music would fascinate the 
visitors. 


There is a need to attract adequate 
private investment in the field of tourism. For 
marketing the tourist attractions, publicity 
should be made through the print and 
electronic media. The services of All India 
Radio, Doordarshan and Internet are to be 
utilised for this purpose. Publications of 
periodicals and telecast of special programmes 
for promotion of tourism can be organised 
through sponsorships of private agencies. 


‘Development through Tourism' should 
be the guiding principle. The strategy has to 
be consistent with geopraphical features of the 
area and the vast natural resources available 
here. Tourists should be directed to places 
according to their interests; facilities should 
be provided for package tours of groups not 
individuals. For that, a number of packages 
should be identified and facilities provided to 
groups to travel with ease and comfort. Visitors 
coming for a comfortable and _ hassle-free 
holiday should also get all the facilities. 


Ce ee eee 


Susanta Kumar Satapathy lives at Kamalabada, Kotpad, 
Koraput - 764 058. 


Tourism has a great future in a State like 
Orissa, which has a 482 km stretch of 
coastline, sandy and sunny beaches, hot 
springs, majestic hills and magnificent 
waterfalls, rich wildlife, wonderful temples 
and archaeological marvels. It can play a vital 
role in the States economy by contributing 
prodigious revenue to the exchequer. It has 
been rightly accorded the status of an industry. 
uries, Orissa has been a major 
tourist destination. There are many exotic 
tourist spots in the State, which are the 
| bounteous gifts of nature. Orissa is often 


For cent 


considered the sacred land of Lord Jagannath. 

Here tourism is not simply an activity of 
travelling and staying at places for business 
and pleasure; it is linked to a highly cultural 
and spiritual background, besides being 
blended with pleasure and fun. There are many 
| holy places and centers for pilgrimage in this 
/| State, which can be colourfully developed as 
market- strategy destinations. 


Bhubaneswar, Konark and Puri 
constitute the Golden Triangle on the tourism 
map of Orissa. Bhubaneswar is not only the 
capital of the State, but also the temple city of 
Orissa. Konark abutting the Bay of Bengal, 
offers to the discerning tourists the Temple of 
the Sun God, one of the greatest wonders of 
the world. Puri is famous for Lord J agannath. 
Scriptures say that Puri is the fourth pilgrim 
center of the devout Hindus. So the Hindu- 
pilgrims, both rich and poor, make it a point 
to visit this sacred place at least once in life 
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Tourism in Orissa 


Durga Madhab Dash 


time. It is believed that Lord Jagannath, atones 
all sins of the pilgrims who visit Him even 
once. 


The presiding deity of Puri is 
worshipped as the lord of the universe by the 
Hindus all over the world. According to 
scriptures, Puri is visited as the last dham ina 
saint's spiritual career. Usually, the saints and 
sanyasis prefer to visit this place towards the 
end of their spiritual life. Hindus also believe 
that if they breathe their last at Puri or after 
death if their bodies are cremated in Swarga- 
Dwar; they go to heaven and merge in the 

Brahma", the Supreme Divinity, and become 
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free from the bondage of life and death in the 
cosmic process of evolution. No devout Hindu 
who has visited the other three dhamas namely 
Badrinath, Rameswar and Dwarika, will ever 
stay away from visiting Puri. 


Puri is also famous for its sea-beach, 
which is a unique gift of nature.The sprawling 
beach bedecked with lush green casuarinas 
towards Konark on one side and Brahmagiri 
on the other provides ideal resorts to tourists. 
There are good hotels and the rentals of the 
rooms are not very high. Dharmasalas situated 
at the heart of Puri town accommodate middle 
class tourists. Arrangements have been made 
by Government of Orissa to provide all 


necessary information to the tourists about this” 


place and other tourist destinations in Orissa. 
One may contact the tourist officials at Puri 
railway station and Puri town. One should visit 
Puri sea-beach to have the experience of a 
mystic surrounding, reverberated with the 
thymes of the conches and rhythms of the 
cymbals followed by the temple-bells, played 
to the ecstatic drum-beats and other musical 
instruments of the nearby temples. Visitors are 
thrilled by the sweet notes of an eternal music. 
It is acommon practice that when the Hindu 
tourists visit Puri, they mostly depend upon 
their respective Pandas, the worshippers of the 
Lord, to chalk out their itinerary. The foreign 
tourists, however, depend upon the tour 
operators and staff of the hotels where they 
Stay to chalk out their programme. 


The construction of the Puri temple 
dates back to the twelfth century, AD. The 
temple that we see now was constructed by 
Ananta Varman Chodagangadeva of the Ganga 
dynasty. The rituals of the temple are so 
comprehensive that they encompass the 
essence of all religions of the world. Even a 
Muslim like Salabega was attracted towards 
Lord Jagannath. The Sikh gurus had also 
visited the Puri temple. Lord Buddha is 
believed to be an incarnation of Lord 


Jagannath. The Jains also take the Lord for 
Mahavir. Puri is thus said to be the spiritual 
confluence of all religions. 


The Car Festival of Puri is said to be 
one of the most popular festivals of the world. 
This festival takes place sometime during 
June-July every year. During this period a large 
number of tourists visit Puri. 


When Hari is thus visited, can Hara be 
far behind ? Tourists also visit Lingaraj Temple 
at Bhubaneswar, which is famous for Hari- 
Hara worship. Lord Lingaraj is the presiding 
deity of the capital-city of Orissa. The temple 
dates back to the Somavansi period. It bears 
the imprint of Somavansi art and architectural 
tradition. It may be placed on record here that 
Lord Siva is worshipped here in Vishnu 
mantra, a unique practice that is not seen in 
any other part of the world. This is known as 
Hari-Hara worship, where the oblation to Lord 
Lingaraj is sanctified with the offer of tulsi 
leaves. In the fitness of things, even the 
followers of Vaishnab cult have no hesitation 
to partake of the Lord's prasad in the premises 
of Lingaraj temple. 'Bilva’ leaves are also 
offered for other rituals in the temple. Both 
Saivites and Vaishnavites worship the Lord. 


In Bhubaneswar, the city of temples, 
there are Brahmeswar, Raja Rani, Kedareswar, 
Siddheswar and Rameswar temples, which are 


also visited by people for their magnificent 
architecture, 


The third place in the golden triangle is 
Knorak, which is also known as ‘Arka Khsetra’, 
the abode of Sun-God. The temple is one of 
the wonders of the world. Tourists coming t© 
Orissa never forget to visit Konark. 


The temple here is built after a colossal 
chariot, artistically fitted to 12 pairs of 
exquisite wheels with a team of seven 
caparisoned horses in spiritual gallops as if 
ready in a spree to take on to the cosmic speed, 
as the Sun-god mounts his seat on the citadel 


| 
L 


of the temple. The temple is constructed in 
such a way that when the sun rises in the east, 
the rays first fall on the main citadel of the 
temple. 


___A festival is celebrated at Konark on 
Tila-Saptami day; this generally falls in the 
month of February every year. There is a belief 
among the Hindu pilgrims that if one takes a 
dip in the Chandrabhaga on this day, one will 
be cured of all skin diseases, particularly 
leprosy. So on the Tila Saptami day, lakhs of 
Pilgrims visit this place. Since Chandrabhaga 
‘ver is no longer in flow, a big tank is dug 
€very year on the course of this river on the 
Sand bed of the sea beach and pilgrims take 
their ablution in the tank. 


Chilka Lake is another important tourist 
Spot in Orissa. This is the largest lagoon in 
Southeast Asia. In winter, the lake bears the 
0k of a grand scenic beauty. Countless 
Migratory birds flock to this vast expanse of 
Water from far-off places like Siberia, 
anasorabar and the Himalayan mountainous 
Tanges during this season. There are hotels to 
Stay at and facilities for cruising in the lake. 
Otor boats are available for the purpose. 
Nalabana, an island in the lake, is a 


| Natural habitat of the migratory birds. Atower . 


4s been constructed at this place to facilitate 
Watching of birds. One can sit here and enjoy 
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the chirping of the migratory birds in the serene 
atmosphere of a moonlit night to have the 
experience of an eternal solitude. 


There are other places which have come 
up as the habitats of birds. They include myriad 
irrigation projects like Hirakud reservoir, 
Rengali reservoir, Kubal reservoir and such 
other irrigation projects. Visitors from the 
nearby places gather here on holidays and 
festive occasions mostly for picnics. These 
spots could be developed as tourist 
destinations. 

Orissa, with its vast coastline, provides 
ample scope for developing magnificent beach 
resorts. While the area around Puri and Konark 
attracts a large number of tourists, places like 
Chandipur and Gopalpur have also developed 
as tourist destinations. Chandipur has a unique 
sea beach where the sea has a glamorous 
facade, different from other sea beaches of 
India. On certain days in a fortnight the water 
of the sea recedes a couple of kilometers and 
during this period, one can walk into the sea. 
The sea near Chandipur is a sight to enjoy on 
a full moon day. Orissa Tourist Development 
Corporation provides facilities for the tourists 
here. Gopalpur is also a magnificent sea beach. 
There are a number of good hotels and 
restaurants. The Oberoi Group runs a star-hotel 
on the sea-beach with all the modern 
amenities. There is also a circuit house here. 


One should also visit places like 
Taptapani, Chandragiri, Mantridi 
Mohurikalua and the Taratarini hills of Ganj am 
district. Taptapani, bathed in the abundance 
of an elegant forest cover, is famous for its 
geyser, which shoots up hot water and steam 
from the earth. 


Taratarini is known as a Seat of 
tantra cult, which once prevailed there Iti 
adored as a "Stana Pitha". There is as 5 ‘a 
that Dakshya Prajapati, the father-in- i ying 
Lord Siva, once performed a yajna a} + < 


He invited all his kith and kin except his 
daughter, Parvati and son-in-law, Lord Siva. 
Parvati was flabbergasted when she knew that 
she and her husband had not been invited to 
the function. After all, a father was supposed 
to perform a rite of this kind in the company 
of all his relations. How could a son-in-law 
be left out from the group of invitees? This 
question haunted Parvati very seriously. She 
proceeded to her father's place. But Dakshya 
Prajapati, instead repenting for his fault, 
insulted Parvati in the presence of the guests. 
Parvati, oblivious of everything around her, 
jumped into the yajna fire. The Lord got the 
information and rushed to the place. He took 
out the half-burnt body of his spouse and 
holding it on his trident, started his eternal 
dance. As a result of this, the two breasts from 
the half-burnt body of the divine mother fell 
on the Taratarini hills. Since that day, the two 
deities, Tara and Tarini, representing the two 
breasts of the Holy Mother, are worshipped 
here as the symbol of motherhood. 


We have yet another place near here, 
known as Jaugada. This is famous for Budhist 
inscriptions. The inscriptions of Jaugada are 
preserved. 


In the ancient period, Buddhism and 
Jainism flourished in Orissa. Khandagiri and 
Udayagiri in Bhubaneswar have relics of the 
ancient Jain monastery. There are many caves 
at this place where the monks stayed for years 
and practised spiritual sadhana. The Elephent 
Cave and Queen's Cave have beautiful rock 
carvings. Dhauli, situated by the side of 
Bhubaneswar-Puri road, was a famous seat of 
Buddhism. Here one can find the rock edicts 
of Emperor Ashok. The historic Kalinga war 
was fought on the foot of the Dhauli hill. 
Ashok won the war, true, but the war brought 
about a great change in his life. He was 
converted to Buddhism after seeing the horrors 
of the Kalinga war. A Buddhist Pagoda has 
been constructed. at Dhauli which is clearly 
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seen from a distance while passing towards 
Puri. 


Important edicts of Buddhism are also 
found in Ratnagiri, Lalitagiri and Udayagiri, 
about one hundred kilometers from 
Bhubaneswar. It is said that a famous 
university was once situated in this area. The 
Chinese traveller, Huen Tsang had visited 
these places during his travel in India. Haripur 
is another tourist spot of Orissa. It is about 
15km from Bhubaneswar. People interested in 
tantra cult generally visit this place. The place 
is famous for the seat of Chausathi Yoginis. 


The images have been carved with utmost 
care. 


Besides all these temples and rock 
edicts, Orissa is also famous for the rich wild 
life. A visit to the Similipal tiger reserve in 
Mayurbhanj is an experience of a life time. 
The waterfalls at Barehipani and Joranda, the 
elephants and other animals at Chahala 
enchant the visitors, There are rest sheds at 
Chahala, Barehipani, Nawana, Joranda, and 
Lulung. Similipal can be approached either 
from Joshipur or from Lulung. Tourists also 
Visit the Botanical Garden and the Zoological 
Park at Nandankanan near Bhubaneswar. 


Tikarapada is another well-known 
sanctuary of Orissa. It is situated in Angul 
district. It has spread across the banks of river 
Mahanadi. Boating in this river through | 
Satakosia gorge provides an excellent 
adventure. A place near-here is the best 
breeding place of the gharial crocodiles. 


Koraput and Badarma are the two other 
colourful natural sanctuaries, having the 
covers of lush green forests, flanked by the 
mountains in the background of a graceful 
horizon. One may find in these forests tige'S: 
leopards, gaurs and chitals in large numbers. 
The Gandhamardan hills near Bolang!" 
provide yet another scenic spot, which looks 
exotic in the verdant surrounding of a forest- 


Gandhamardan hills are unique for medicinal 

Plants, Tourists also visit Nrusinghanath and 

e nomnker situated on both sides of the same 
il. 


In South Orissa, one should visit 
Mahendragiri hills in Gajapati district. 
Sprawling across the boundary of Andhra 
Pradesh and Orissa, Mahendragiri is an exotic 
‘ourist destination. To go to Mahendragiri one 
has to pass through Chandragiri, where a 
tehabilitation camp of the displaced Tibetans 
'S located. Quality carpets are available 
Chandragiri. 


. The places mentioned above are among 
the important places of tourist interest. 
Government of Orissa has embarked upon a 


mee 


Hon'ble Union Minister fo 
teachers from Orissa, 
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+ Water Resources, Shri Arjun Charan Sethi with the 
who won national awards, in New Delhi . 
on September 6, 2001. 


big venture to improve viable potentials on 
this score. There should be a long-term plan 
for development of the tourism industry on a 
wider scale. Resources can be mobilised from 
various sources. The private sector should also 
be encouraged to develop the infrastructure. 


The sea beaches of Puri and Konark, 
which attract foreign tourists, should be 
properly maintained. A tourist complex is 
coming up at a place near Puri, It will attract 
tourists from different parts of the country and 
abroad. There should be a coordinated effort 
to develop tourism industry in Orissa. 


Durga Madhab Dash lives at VR-15, Unit-6, 
Bhubaneswar-751001. 


pict wh: = 


(Courtesy : PIB) 
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Orissa State Museum 


An Important Tourist Destination 


Orissa State Museum is situated in a 
kaleidoscopic environ at the meeting point of 
the old temple city and the new capital of 
Bhubaneswar. The colossal museum building 
houses as may as 60,000 rare antiquities 
ranging in date from ancient times to the 
modern period. The collections spread over 
ten sections namely, 1. Archacology, 
2. Epigraphy, 3. Numismatics, 4. Armoury, 
5. Mining and Geology, 6. Natural History, 
7. Art & Craft, 8. Contemporary Art, 
9. Anthropology, 10. Palm-leaf Manuscripts. 
In addition to this, there is a reserve collection 


of important antiquities for use of research 
scholars. 


Archaeology Gallery 


The archaeology gallery is famous for 
rare sculptures of Buddhist, Jaina, Saiva, 
Vaisanava and Sakta pantheon. The displayed 
materials present a living panorama of Orissan 
art and sculpture through ages. The exhibits 
spreading over three spacious halls cover a 
period of 2500 years representing the 
flourishing plastic, artistic, sculptural and 
architectural trends and traditions of Orissa. 
A fragment of the Asokan pillar, bell capital 
and lion remind one of the great Ashokan art 
traditions. The Buddha image of Khadipada, 
Amoghasiddhi of Udayagiri and Lokanath of 
Bhubaneswar make the onlookers spell-bound. 
Jaina Tirthankar from Podosingidi and 
Charampa are a few marvellous specimens of 
the Jain art tradition. Saptamatrukas from 
Dharmasala attract the tourists from far and 
near for their superb workmanship. 


C.B. Patel 


The Dikpal figures of Bhubaneswar are 
exquisite exhibits in the gallery. Krishna- 
Vishnu image of Dharmasala is a unique one 
symbolising the perfect integration of Krisna 
cult and Visnu 

y cult in one 

sculptural panel. 
The Kaliyadalan 
4 scene, the 
Vastraharan 
4 scene, and the 
shifting of 
¥:1 elephants in boats 
are some of the 
rare specimen of 
Orissan artists’ 
workmanship. In 
fact, archaeology 
; : ‘seq gallery is the 
rad by J repository of 
Ss. OPP sculptural 
Standing Ganesh traditions of 
Orissa. Works of 

art are preserved here in a chronological 
sequence enabling the visitors to peep into the 
glorious heritage of Orissa through ages- 
Tantric figure like the emaciated Chamunda 
figure marked as 'AA' grade antiquity is a rare 
specimen which attracts many foreign tourists. 
It has already been selected by Government 


Of India for display abroad. 


Epigraphy and Numismatics 


The early and mediaeval history of the 
State owes greatly to epigraphy 2” 
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numismatics. The contribution of ancient 
Orissa in this context to Indian civilization is 
Tfemarkable. The 
Epi graphy 
gallery has the 
distinction of 
POssessing 
original copper 
Plate grants, 
Stor. 16 
scriptions, a 
good number of 
Plastercast 
Impressions and 
€stampages of 
the originals. 
They include the ue c 
Bhadrakali stone Indra (Dikpala) 
inscription (2nd century AD), the Asanpat 
stone inscription (6th century AD) inscribed 
down below an eight armed Nataraja, the 
Jayrampur copper plate of Mahasamanta 
Achyuta, (the earliest grant in the collection) 
and the copper plate grants of the 
Sailodbhavas, Bhaumakaras, Bhanjas, Gangas 
and Gajapatis. These constitute important 
Source materials for research into the history 
and culture of the region. The numismatic 
treasures of the Museum consisting of 
Punchmarked coins of the pre-Mauryan and 
Mauryan age, Kusana and Puri-Kusana coins, 
Gupta gold coins, coins of Sri Nanda, 
Kalachuris Yadava, Ganga fanamé and Silver 
Coins of Mughal emperors throw considerable 
light on the history of the dynasties which 
Issued them. 


Armoury 

The section depicting ancient weapons 
like swords, shields, battle axes, guns and 
cannons, shows how man used different types 
Of weapons in different periods. Visitors 
admire the armoury of our ‘ancients’ which 
Speak of their military strength and prowess. 
The prize collection is a persona 


1 gun of late 


Madhusudan Das, one of the makers of 


modern Orissa. 
Mining and Geology 


Orissa's rich mines with their treasures 
ofiron ore, chromite, lime, lead, coal, bauxite, 
tin and semi precious stones are the objects of 
envy. A variety of stones like sandstone, 
soapstone, granite, chlorite etc. have been the 
basic materials for building great temples and 
monuments. The Mining and Geology gallery, 
opened with the assistance of the Directorate 
of Mines, contains samples of minerals and 
models of mining operations. 


Natural History 

This section mainly covers the fauna of 
the birds and mammals; vertebrate and 
invertebrate specimens are colourfully 
displayed in two specious halls and attract. the 


instant attention of visitors. The dioramas 


depicting the Royal Bengal tiger family, the 
nilgais, black 


use deer amidst 


leopards, variety of bisons, 
bucks, pangolin, a family of mo 
their natural 
habitat and birds of 
different species 
give a glimpse of 
the large variety of 
animals found in 
the local environs. 


Art and Crafts 


Utkal, the 
ancient name of 
Orissa, means 
‘land of excellence 
in» art.') The 
glorious heritage 
of Orissan art, as 
embodied in its antiquities, thrives even today 
among the numerous artisans of the State. The 
art and crafts gallery is a vast repository of 
exquisite pieces shaped with consummate skill 
by the traditions] artisans. Large free ea 

=) 


BS, Se 


Six Headed Kartikeya 


sculptures, cymbal players and drummers in 
standstone in the style of the Sun temple of 
Konark, lofty Kandarpa ratha, chariot of the 
Love-God, the 
image of 
Panchmukhi 
Siva, the image 
of Surya, 
varieties of 
wood carvings 
that once 
adorned royal 
GCOUrts, 
terracotta 
figures, silver 
Hawda, 
Tamazan and 
thrones from 
royal courts, 
applique and Radha Krishna 
lacquer works of superb quality, Ramalila 
scenes in Kalamkari, pattachitra paintings, 
giant brass bulls, solid Radha images, tree 
lamps, Dhakra items, traditional bell metal 
utensils and a unique hoard of Buddhist 
bronzes from Achyutarajpur are but a few 
samples of the bewildering variety of Orissan 
handicrafts and their artistic excellence, 


Manuscript Gallery 


This section, with a large collection of 
rare manuscripts including more than 50,000 
palmleaf manuscripts, is a unique treasure of 


was missing. We deeply regret the error. 


Orissa Review # September-2001 


CORRIGENDUM 
An error occured at the photo-page v of Orissa Revi 
2001). The caption of the second photo may please ber 
Shri Naveen Patnaik receiving a cheque for Rs.5,101/- 
Yuba Janata Dal, Shri Balabhadra Majhi, MLA, on Jul 


the State Museum. These are grouped into as 
many as 32 subjects and provide source 
material to researchers and scholars. These 
manuscripts are in Oriya, Telugu, Bengali, 
Persian, Nepalese and Sanskrit. There are 
writings on bamboo leaf, Bhurja bark, Kumbhi 
bark, and handmade paper. The earliest 
manuscripts Abhinava Gitagovinda by 
Kavichandra Ray Divakar Mishra dedicated 
to Gajapati Purushottam Deva, Bhakti 
Bhagavata, Pipallada Samhita, Atharva Veda, 
Vedartha Prakash Tika on Kanva Samhita, 
Jnanavali Tantra, A ngirasakalpa and Sangita 
Narayan are some rare acquisitions available 
in this section. Illustrated palmleaf 
manuscripts with typical Orissan style 
paintings, Ganjapas, beautiful calligraphy and 
mediaeval miniatures and Gopalila paintings 
provide a record of ancient Orissan painting 
tradition. The new collection of four handed 
‘Manasa figure’ of South Indian tradition, six 
headed Kartikeya figure of Kalachuri period 
and broken temple pillar with erotic 
representation of Kosaliyan plastic pattern are 
some of the exuberant specimens which invite 
the attention of visitors. A visit to the State 
Museum is, infact, a memorable experience 
for Scholars, visitors and tourists, both 
domestic and foreign. 


a 


C-B. Patel is the Superintendent of State Musem, Orissa, 
Bhubaneswar, 


ew (Vol.LVIII No.1 : August 
ead as "Hon'ble Chief Minister, 

from the President of the Biju 
y 21, 2001." The word "Yuba" 


Orissa Review # September-2001 


Chakra Bissoi 
Leader of the Ghumsar Uprising 


Freedom is the very essence of the life- 
Philosophy of tribal people. They are born and 
brought up in the midst of nature and thus they 
develop a tremendous love for it. When these 
freedom loving tribals fall victims to injustice 
and tyranny and are shackled by chains of 
Servitude, their souls begin to weep and they 
tebel against the alien power. In the nineteenth 
century, two such glorious rebellions broke out 
in Ghumsar State. Political unrest in Ghumsar, 
Undue interference by the British officials in 
the succession affairs of the State, humiliation 
Meted out to their Rajas, unsuitability of the 
British laws and regulations, economic 
Sufferings of the Khonds and intervention in 
their socio-religious beliefs by the British 
Combined to bring about these rebellions by 
the Khonds against the British. Of those, one 
Was led by the famous Dora Bissoi and the 
ther by the veteran leader, Chakra Bissoi. 


_ In the very year of the death of the 
illustrious Khond leader Dora Bissoi, another 
farless, courageous and daring member of his 
family emerged to cause havoc for the British 
in the hill tracts of Orissa. His life and activities 
ormed another sensational chapter in the 

Story of modern Orissa. That leader was none 
else than Chakra Bissoi, the nephew of Dora 
Bissoj, His father, Ram Singh Bakshi, was 

illed in a skirmish with the British troops in 
1837.1 Chakra Bissoi was 2 mere boy at the 
time. A fter this tragic incident he accompanied 

is uncle Dora Bissoi tO Angul. There he 
received his ‘military baptization and political 


Nihar Ranjan Patnaik 


indoctrination’ under his uncle.* After the 
confinement of his uncle Dora Bissoi in 
Madras, Chakra began to nourish a desire to 
revive the Khond resistance against the British 
rule, He was in search of an opportunity and it 
came in 1846. Chakra Bissoi knew that the 
rebellious spirit of the Khonds had not died © 
inspite of their suppression. He could also see 
the development of some fresh complications. 
And it developed in the wake of the 
suppression of the Meriah sacrifice, a deep- 
rooted custom of the Khond community, and 
the appointment of S.C. Macpherson as the 
Meriah Agent. Some of his injudicious and 
rash actions hurt the religious sentiments of 
the Khonds, and they persisted in celebrating 
the rite. Every time they were asked to stop it 
they would reply, "The village deity has told 
us to do so, as otherwise our people would 
die."? Further, some excess committed by 
Macpherson in punishing the culprits of 
Meriah sacrifice, created a strong resentment 
among the Khonds. Chakra Bissoi utilised this 
situation, specially the prejudices of the 
Khonds. He posed himself as the champion 
of the Meriah. So the Khonds rallied round 
him and he emerged as their new leader. 


There was yet another factor for the fresh 
discontent of the Khonds against the British 
Since the end of the Khond rebellion utider 
Dora Bissoi, there had been no improveme: r 
in the economic condition of the Khonds es 
the contrary, there had been more and .On 
economic exploitation of the Khond me 


) 


&d before Macpherson's camp at 


—_&>—_____ 
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Added to this economic distress their liberties 
had been curtailed. Politically backward, these 
Khonds resented any encroachment on their 
liberty. Chakra Bissoi who had the objective 
of restoring the Ghumsar Raj family to the 
throne of Ghumsar made use of this discontent 
of the Khonds. Because he had known from 
his uncle the injustice and humiliation meted 
out to the Raja of Ghumsar and his Khond 
brothers during the previous Khond rebellion, 
he took a vow with a ¢tika or a blood-spot on 
his forehead to resume struggle against the 
British. This was not something new for him. 
Resistance to British rule had been his family's 
tradition. He had not forgotten his illustrious 
uncle, Dora Bissoi's fight with the British in 
face of insurmountable difficulties. The great 
shock that he had received at his father's tragic 
death in an encounter with the British troops 
had not yet healed. So it was but natural for 
Chakra Bissoi to think of taking revenge. He 
also wanted to revive the prestige of his family, 
which had been driven out of the Ghumsar 
Maliahs. All these factors prepared Chakra 
Bissoi to start a rebellion. He was waiting for 
a moment. Fortunately it came when Captain 
Macpherson arrested Bira Khonro, son of 
Nabaghana Khonro, the Khond leader of 
Baud-Khondmals, in connection with the 
Meriah sacrifice. This action enraged the 
Khonds against the British. In this hour Chakra 
Bissoi came to the front and enlisted the 
Support of the Khonds to start a rebellion in 
Ghumsar.* He was assured of the help of the 


Khonds of other neighbouring feudatory 
States. 


Captain Macpherson captured as many 
as 170 Meriah victims within a week in the 
month of February, 1846.5 It was a provocation 
fnough for the Khonds to be rebellious. 
Chakra Bissoi assumed the leadership of this 
rebellion and organised secret councils. Under 


his leadership, the rebellious Khonds 
assemble 


Bisipara on March 14, 1846 and demanded 
the restoration of the victims. Macpherson had 
to yield to their demand. This emboldened the 
rebellious Khonds who attacked Macpherson's 
camp for the second time.® He could do 
nothing in counteracting them. So he had to 
return to his headquarters in the wake of the 
rainy season. But it was an insult never to be 
forgotten. So after the end of the rains, 
Macpherson with his troops marched to those 
areas in Novemmber 1846. On the way, 
Macpherson burnt down some Khond villages 
in Baud area.’ So Khonds of Baud joined with 
those of Ghumsar in the rebellion. At this 
critical situation the Supreme Government was 
alarmed and at once instructed the Madras 
authorities to send an experienced officer to 
Ghumsar to deal with the situation carefully. 
He was asked to pacify the situation. The 
officer selected for the purpose was General 
Dyce. He somehow succeeded in quelling the 
disturbances. Yet Chakra Bissoi, like-his uncle 
before him, grew from strength to strength. 
With Chokapad Khandum Mutha of Ghumsar 
as the centre of the rebellion, he continued to 
resist the British with the aid of the Khonds. 


In the mean time John Campbell was 
appointed the agent in place of Macpherson 
in April 1847. He followed, by and large. a 
conciliatory policy towards the Khonds. 
Nabaghana Khonro, a valiant leader, was 
pardoned.* But Chakra Bissoi continued 
resistance against the British. The British 
Government could guess that the Raja of 
Angul, Somnath Singh, was encouraging 
Chakra Bissoi.’ So the authorities sent their 
army to Angul in 1848. Raja Somnath Singh 
was deposed and Angul was brought under the 
direct administration of the British 
Government.!° 


Even then Chakra Bissoi's power lay 
untarnished. Adopting the method.of guerrilla 
warfare, he went on harassing the British s° 
much so that the then Governor-General, Lord 
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Bebousie, beoame worried. In April he wrote 
fo the President of the Board of Control thus, 
Chakra Bissoi hunted from hill to valley, had 
Now taken refuge in the wild tracts behind 
Boad. At present he is inaccessible, but we 
shall catch him some day".!! Since then 
vigorous efforts were being made to capture 
Chakra Bissoi. A reward of three thousand 
ae was declared by the Government of 
€ngal for the purpose.” 


bg Meanwhile, the British Government 
Kidin to know that Chakra Bissoi was then 
de act in the Sonepur State with the support 
ih s Rani. When questioned, she answered 
Ch she had absolutely no knowledge about 
akra Bissoi.!3 But the British Government 
took no cognisance of her statement. The 
Hovernor-General, Lord Dalhousie, warned 
er and the Raja of Baud to refrain from giving 
asylum or any sort of help to Chakra Bissoi. 
Simultaneously John Campbell started 
Negotiations with the Rani of Sonepur to 
pence Chakra Bissoi to surrender but it was 
la No avail. Chakra Bissoi still remained at 
Tge. Yet he took a pause. 


For four succeeding years, the British 
pig pment did not find any refractory 
eee of Chakra Bissoi. So the Government 

rained itself from disturbing him. 


In the mean time, a rift among the 
honds came to the surface. Some elderly 
Khonds did not accept the leadership of 
Chakra Bissoi. John Campbell won over those 
honds to his side. Sam Bissoi worked as a 
80 between and brought about the 
Unconditional surrender of many Khond 
Chiefs. However, the younger Khonds 
Continued to support Chakra Bissoi. 

In May 1854, the British came to know 
about the revival of rebellious activities of 
Chakra Bissoi. A village named Tulasinghee 
' Ghumsar Maliahs was attacked and 
Plundered by some Khonds. The Magistrate 


of Ganjam suspected that of Chakra Bissoi 
might have a hand in it. So he wrote to E.A 
Samuells, Superintendent of the Tributary 
Mahals, to apprehend him and his other 
accomplices who had taken shelter in the 
Khondmals. In his reply, Samuells wrote to 
the Magistrate that to his knowledge over since 
the occupation of Angul, Chakra Bissoi had 
been living in the Khondmals, in the villages 
Damasingha and Kallabaree, under the 
protection of Bira Khonro. He wrote this under 
the impfession that Chakra Bissoi had been 
falsely implicated in the incident in question 
for his past record. Continuing his report he 
said that the crime was probably committed 
by some famine-stricken people of Ghumsar 
and the name of Chakra Bissoi had been 
implanted simply because all hopes of 
discovering offenders had failed. Reiterating 
further he wrote, "Chakra Bissoi has gone to 
show that he was living quietly in Biro 
Kohnooro's country and was principally 
desirous of escaping notice".'4 Samuells 
further reported the inability of the Raja of 
Baud to control outrages of Chakra Bissoi and 
his adherents.'° In this connection, the Super 
intendent of the Tributary Mahals in his 
proclamation of the 15th February, 1855 
mentioned thus, "Whereas the Kondhs have 
ceased for some years to be the subject of Baud 
Raja and the Raja himself states that he has 
no power in the country." So the Bengal 
Government took his report seriously and 
ordered for the annexation of Khondmals lying 
under the control of the Raja of Baud. E.A. 
Samuells, as the Superintendent of the 
Tributary Mahals took over its 
administration.’ He appointed Dinabandhu 
Patnaik as the Tahasildar to remain in charge 
of that territory. 8 


After this annexation, Chakra Bisso}j 

r i 
to leave the Khondamals. He came to wie 
Maliahs. Here he supported the cause of b ‘ 
named Pitambar Bhanja, known as ‘Raja Bite 


whom the Khonds would accept as the Raja 
of Ghumsar. But this young pretender to the 
throne of ghumsar was soon tired of jungle 
life and preferred to surrender.’ He accepted 
a Government pension to live in peace.'* This 
decision of Pitambar Bhanja shocked Chakra 
Bissoi. He had no other alternative than to 
move to Baud. 


Having learnt of this, Samuells, the 
Superintendent of Tributary Mahals, at once 
sent orders to the Raja of Baud to expel Chakra 
Bissoi from his territory. He also threatened 
that the Raja would be deposed if he failed to 
accomplish this. With great difficulty, the Raja 
of Baud expelled Chakra Bissoi from his 
State.'? 


Chakra Bissoi then took shelter on the 
bank of the Tel river. Alternatively he lived in 
Madanpur, a zamindary in Kalahandi State and 
Jarasingha, a dependency of the Patna State.?° 
While the former was under the jurisdiction 
of the Commissioner of Nagpur, the latter was 
under that of the Commissioner of 
Chotanagpur. Samuells made requests to both 
the Commissioners to order the zamindar of 
Madanpur and the Raja of Patna to deliver the 
rebel chief.?! Of them the zamindar of 
Madanpur expressed his i gnorance of Chakra 
Bissoi's presence in his State, The 
Superintendent of Tributary Mahals rightly 
disbelieved his averment, because soon his 
Presence became evident because of an 
incident which was as follows. 


In the mean time A.C. MacNeill 
Succeeded John Campbell as the Meriah 
Agent. He arrested Rendo Maji, the leader of 
Borikiya Khonds of Kalahandi in connection 
with Meriah sacrifice.23 He alongwith son 
Palaso Maji were imprisoned for two years 
with a view to warning the Khonds not to 


Involve themselves in Meriah sacrifices.24 But 
this humiliation to their 
Could not be swallowe 
Khonds, They attacked t 


leader Rendo Maji 
d by the Borikiya 
he camp of MacNeill 
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at Orladhoni in Madanpur zemindary on the 
10th December 1855. Their attack was of 
course repulsed by the British troops with 
some casualties on both sides.?> Then the 
Kuttia Khonds joined with the Borikiya 
Khonds and together they made a second 
attack on MacNeill's camp.” It was due to the 
wisdom and help of Dinabandhu Patnaik, the 
Tahsildar, that MacNeill could escape to 
Russelkonda.’’ But Chakra Bissoi was 
unnecessarily accused of uniting the two rival 
Khond tribes against the British authority and 
instigating the attacks on MacNeill's camp. 
Consequently, an enquiry was ordered. 
Simultaneously the conduct of the zemindar 
of Madanpur was to be inquired into G.F. 
Cockburn who succeeded Samuells as the 
Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals in 
1856 was appointed for the purpose. On 
inquiry the zemindar of Madanpur was 
accused of deriliction of his duty in not 
reporting the presence of Chakra Bissoi and 
the other rebels to the British authority. So the 
zemindar of Madanpur was removed from the 
management of his zemindary. He was 
detained under the surveillance of his chief, 
the Raja of Kalahandi.28 


Vigorous efforts were then made by the 
British Government to capture Chakra Bissol. 
Information reached them that he had moved 
to the Patna State and taken shelter under 
Dharam Singh Mandhata, the Maji (headman) 
of Athagaon. So R.M. Macdonald, Assistant 
to the Agent in the hill tracts of Orissa, sent 
some troops under Dinabandhu Patnaik to 
capture Chakra Bissoi.2” But the wily rebel 
Chief escaped into the jungles. Only his 
principal follower Bhitar Sardar Bhori 
alongwith other adherents were captured.46 
Dharam Singh Mandhata was also taken 
captive for affording assistance openly to the 
rebels.*° 


Chakra Bissoi could not sit at me 
Having learnt of the Savaras of Parlakhemundi 
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tising against the British under their leader 
See of Gaiba in May 1856, Chakra 
issoi moved to Pralakhemundi zemindary.*' 
Under his instigation both Savaras and Khonds 
oe to and plundered such villages as did 
ionede their rebellious action. So the 
eee troops under Captain Wilson moved 
D re and ruthlessly suppressed them. 
andasena was caught and hanged.” 


fro Surprisingly Chakra Bissoi escaped 

an Parlakhemundi and appeared on the 

re s of the Tel river again near the border of 

er a State. So the Commissioner of Orissa 

a Cockburn wrote to instruct the Raja of 

C na for his co-operation in the seizure of 
hakra Bissoi.? 


A Thereafter Chakra Bissoi took shelter in 

eis of Khondmals. It was reported to 

one Cockburn that he was being helped by 

eS Raja and some Khond Chiefs of Baud. 

ae summoned all of them and asked 

oe their co-operation in apprehending Chakra 
1ssoj,34 


" After October 1856, nothing was known 
out the great Khond leader Chakra Bissol. 
6 eons he disappeared into the oblivion 
th history sometime before the beginning of 
he Great Revolt of 1857. We can depend on 

© statement of G.F. Cockburn who has thus 
"ecorded, "It is nearly certain that Chakra 
Bissoi has entirely left his former haunts where 
t © could be no longer safe and no one appears 
© have the least idea as to where he has gone. 
the own impression is that he has abandoned 

is part of the country and sought refuge 

© more central parts of India, where he 1s 
Comparatively unknown and without 
'fluence".35 After a few months he further 
Wrote, "Chakra Bissoi has not been heard of 
for about 18 months past and his adherents 
are in prison or scattered so that the peace of 
the Khond country, formerly so disturbed ....- 
a8 during the trying crisis in the history of 
Ndia enjoyed a remarkable degree of quiet 


which I had scarce ventured to hope for."*¢ 


However, the Government took all 
necessary steps to improve the situation. 
Importance was attached to the task of 
checking the oppression of the local officers 
or their subordinates. Constructive measures 
for a lasting peace were also taken. 


The rebellion of the Khonds under the 


leadership of Chakra Bissoi received no doubt 
k with the disapprearance of their leader. 


a jer! 
But the way he fought the British and inspired 


the Khond insurgents and led them to the 
resistance movement forms a landmark in the 
tribal history of India. He richly deserves to 
be ranked with Bakshi Jagabandhu and 
Surendra Sai, two great patriots of Orissa. In 
fact, Chakra Bissoi has carved out a permanent 
niche in the history of Orissa as a symbol of 
extraordinary bravery and patriotism. 
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Transformation of Indian Villages 
The case of Tamana Village 


a is one among the thousands of tribal 
eee located in different parts of the 
the nae The people of the village belong to 
obit ndh tribe, one of the predominant tribal 
the a in the state. Two decades ago, 
salle ndition of the village was more or less 
tits as that of any other tribal village during 
fad een now the situation has changed 
Sa € village has been transformed into one 
cSattne model villages. The entire tribal 
Bee unity in the village seems to have been 
villa ened. People are no longer exploited. The 
of t Lee have been benefitted by the scheme 

e Government and the local NGO, 


Oberstin 
Perating in the area. 


mud Aer villagers no longer live in huts or 
ae ouses. They have constructed pucca 
Ori rie They are no longer solely dependent 
cnt water, often infected with malaria” 
Baiben germs, for cooking, drinking and 
also rh Piped water is available to them. They 
in th ave toilets, Unlike lakhs of other villages 
Villas, country, the environment of Tamana 
A ge is clean and healthy. The villagers are 
a il maintaining their village road. Hardly 
x ey throw garbage here and there; they 

~ €p themselves clean. 
cent The tribals in the village attend medical 
ies Tes, taking prescriptions from the doctor 
‘ Use medicines to cure their diseases. No 
Pee do they take alcohol, which 1s 
mpletely prohibited in the village- They are 
‘ t mortgaging their land and property for the 
aintenance of day-to-day life. They have 


Gopal Krushna Sahu 


created their own community fund and grain 
bank and whenever there is a need they borrow 
money and other goods from the community 
fund and grain banks with a nominal rate of 
interest. Even the interest amount accrued 
from loan meets the developmental needs of 
the community as a whole. : 

Like their tribal brethren in other parts 
of the country, they also depend on forest for 
their livelihood. They gather minor forest 
produces, fuel, fodder, leaves, tubers, etc. from 
the forest. The villagers 
created their own communi 
developed around three hundre 
near their village. Now the village 
green forest cover. 

The tribals in the village send their 
children to school. The drop out rate is very 
low in the primary school situated near their 
village. Children in the village are not 


malnourished. They get adequate and 
nutritious food in the balwadi. The balwadi 


didis take proper care of the children by 
providing nutritious food and keeping them 


clean. 

Women in the village get equal wages 
as their male counterparts. They have 
developed an interest in saving money. They 
have formed six Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and 
through these they save money for their own 
as well as children’s future. The women in the 
village actively participate in communit 
meetings. In the Panchayat Raj set-u . 
woman has been elected as a ward cece ‘ 


themselves have 
ty forest which is 
d acres of land 
has a lush 
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The youth in the village have developed 
professional skills. Some of them now work 
as masons, and get more wages than the wages 
of unskilled labourers. Some of the youth in 
the village have started business. One has set 
up a cycle mart and earns good money. Some 
of the youth have also been engaged in other 
business activities. 


The village is free from petty politics. 
The leaders of the village are accountable to 
the people. They usually hold community 
meetings before taking any decision about the 
development of the village. All the villagers 
participate in the meeting; every adult enjoys 
equal right to express his/her opinion and to 
give suggestions for the betterment of the 
village. There is no discrimination on the 
ground of age, sex or socio-economic status. 
All these developments were possible only due 
to the development of community 
consciousness among the villagers. 


All the above mentioned changes have 
taken place just within two decades. Earlier, 
the people in Tamana village led a miserable 
life. The village was one of the centres for 
preparing country liquor. Most of the villagers 
were addicted to alcohol. They used to spend 
a major portion of their earning on drinks. In 
the process, some of them also mortgaged their 
land and property to moneylenders and liquor 
vendors. They helplessly witnessed the gradual 
depletion of their forest resources. They 
suffered from various diseases and depended 
on sorcerers and shamans for curing their 
illness. Majority of the population in the 
village were illiterate. But the situation has 
gradually changed with the creation of 
Kerandimal Gana Sangathan during the year 
1979. Through this organisation, the tribals in 
the Kerandimal hills created a forum to stop 
exploitation. They succeeded in their mission. 
During the same year Gram Vikas, a non- 
g0vernmental organisation was established to 
help the tribals and weaker sections in the area 


and undertook various developmental 
programmes in the locality. Gram Vikas during 
its first phase of developmental effort adopted 
Tamana village as one of its model villages in 
the Kerandimal region. With the financial 
assistance and manpower development skills 
provided by Gram Vikas, the village now has 
been transformed into one of the model 
villages in the State. All these developments 
were possible due to a unified community 
consciousness among the people and their 
organised efforts to transform their village. 


Participatory Approach 


Gram Vikas adopts participatory 
approach in implementing its various 
developmental programmes. Community 
involvement and participation in every form 
and at all stages of developmental planning is 
ensured in its developmental projects. It 
ensures community participation in form of 
sharing labour, cost, responsibility and 
decision-making at all stages of developmental 
activities. 


While developing infrastructure, Gram 
Vikas involves community members in 
sharing labour. However, its technical staff like 
engineers, masons, carpenters, horticulture 
specialists, etc. provide necessary assistance 
and guidance in developing local 
infrastructure. The participatory approach 
seems to give benefits to the people of the 
community. First, it reduces the cost of actual 
expenditure as the members contribute free 
labour for their own project. Second, while the 
developmental work is in progress, the people 
establish rapport with the developmental 
agents and show their identification with the 
Project. The members of the community are 
motivated to save money and share the cost © 
infrastructural expenditure. This approa°e 
mcreases their responsibility and they 
recognise the importance of the services 
Provided to them. Third, Gram Vikas makes 
certain contractual agreements with the local 
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community to share certain roles and 
responsibilities before initiating infrastructure 
development programmes in their village. For 
the purpose, it encourages villagers to create 
different village committees like education 
Committee, forest committee, water 
committee, etc. to monitor and maintain their 
resources. Afterwards, all the community 
members share certain roles and 
Tesponsibilities in developing, managing and 
maintaining the local infrastructure. Fourth, 
while developing infrastructure, Gram Vikas 
transfers certain technical skills like masonry, 
Carpentry, stone cutting, etc. to the local 
community. Fifth, in addition to involve the 
local community in sharing labour, cost, 
responsibility and transferring technical skills, 
Gram Vikas ensures participation of the 
community in decision making and planning. 
This kind of developmental approach creates 
a sense of belongingness and pride among the 
local community and makes them self-reliant 
and self-sufficient. 


The credit for the 
developmental programmes in the village goes 
to the villagers as well as to the committed 
8rassroot-level field workers of Gram Vikas. 
The field workers stay with the community 
Sharing their joys and sorrows. The activities 
of the volunteers at the grassroot level include: 
2 Understanding the way of living of the 
community. 
> Identifying their needs and problems. 
> Encouraging them to discuss their needs 
and problems. 

> Creating awareness on developmental 
issues like education, health, 
environment, etc. 

2 Providing technical assistance to the 
community. 

2 Encouraging people to 
developmental process. 


success 


participate in the 


> Organising the local community to raise 
their voice against exploitation and 
corruption. 

> Making the community self-reliant by 
identifying their internal skills. 


Factors 


The developmental programmes 
undertaken by Gram Vikas have become 
successful because people’s participation in 
every activity has been ensured; they get 
involved at every stage of the developmental 
process. The following observations, based 
on the field study, have been made : 


1. Gram Vikas designs its programmes in 
accordance with the problems and needs of 
the community. Plans for the programmes are 
formulated, implemented and evaluated with 
the active participation of the community and 
the organisation provides technical and 
managerial services. 

2. Theplans so formulated are flexible and 
adaptable enough to suit to the community 
needs. With the active participation of the 
people, the programme plans are made to suit 
to the local conditions and needs of the local 
community. 

3. Gram Vikas ensures community 
commitment before implementing its 
programmes. The field workers of the 
organisation motivate the local community to 
participate in the decision making process and 
take the responsibility in implementing 
developmental programmes. 


4. Credibility of the organisation and its 
staff is the key to the success of its 
developmental programmes. The field staff of 
Gram Vikas stay in the village and help people 
in different ways at time of their need and 
resolve their problems through active 
participation in the community activities. Th 

field workers and the community learn to 7 ‘ 
as a team, and this brings about rinurten 


and motivation in both. Thus, honesty, trust 
and commitment of the field staff ensures 
honesty, trust and commitment of the 
community. This brings about true 
participation. 


5. Gram Vikas recognises indigenous skills 
and knowledge of the community and gives a 
proper attention to local knowledge and skills 
by incorporating them in the programme. 


6. During its initial years of operation, the 
organisation adopted a two pronged strategy: 
one, mobilising the local community to protect 
themselves against exploitation by 
moneylenders and liquor merchants; two, 
providing proper medical services to cure 
diseases. Earlier, the tribals in the locality had 
been exploited by outsiders and they depended 
on superstitious practices to cure their illness. 
In course of time, people rose against 
exploitation and became aware of health 
services. 


7. Amicable resolution of conflicts that 
arise during the process of programme 
implementation is one of the important factors 
in the success of the programmes. In order to 
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We deeply condole the sad and untimely death of 
Bholanath Murmu, DIPRO, Bargarh, who passed away 
on August 29, 2001. 


resolve conflicts dialogues have been 
encouraged and community meetings have 
been organised. 


8. Community-centred development 
approach rather than individual-oriented 
approach to development has been adopted. 
Most of the developmental programmes have 
focussed on the community needs like shelter, 
water, education, health, employment, etc. 


9. Projects have been kept free from all 
sorts of intereference. 


10. Emphasis has been laid on interaction 
between the local community and the field 
staff of Gram Vikas. They share the ideas, 
knowledge and information while undertaking 
developmental programmes. The process 
enhances their understanding with each other. 


In this way a village in a remote part of 
the State has been transformed. 


ee ee aT eee ee 
Gopal Krushna Sahu works in the Department of 
Journalism and Mass Communication, Berhampur 
University, Bhanja Vihar, Berhampur - 760 007. 
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Country Storage Methods for Sweet Potato 


Pectoral indigenous knowledge and 
A a form a complex concept that 
tel San even more complex set of empirical, 
s ie ba and social factors. There exists vast 
ort © house of oral wisdom practised by tribal 

mmunities who inhabit different parts of 
fies The indigenous technical knowledge 
chs s) relies on practical experiences and 

€rvations gradually transmitted from 
8eneration to generation. 


ie Sweet Potato or Sakarkand is one of the 
Portant food materials on which the tribal 
fhe depends. Sweet Potato is a major 
er crop in India cultivated in approximately 
a million ha. of land throughout the country 
of a production of about 1.15 million tonnes 
tubers, The crop is grown twice a year In 
arif (June-October) and in Rabi (October- 
ebruary) seasons. 


sw Like many tropical vegetable c 
é €et potato is also subjected to several forms 
Post-harvest wastages such as physical 
ee weight loss, rotting, sprouting and 
eevil intuitions (Booth, 1974, Wagner etal., 
983; Ray et al., 1991 and Ray et al., 1994). 
» Here is no systematic procedure or techniques 
Ollowed in this country for storing sweet 
Potato for a long period. They are usually left 
'n the field until needed for consumption. 
f ‘re are also some traditional methods 
Sllowed for storing sweet potato is isolated 
Pockets, particularly among the tribal regions 
f Orissa and Madhya Pradesh. Roots can be 
Stored for 1-4 months .using the following 


Methods, 


rops, 


Pranab Kumar Ghosh 
Ramesh Chandra Ray 


1. Pits 

Insome districts like Keonjhar, Koraput 
and Kalahandi, sweet potato is commonly 
stored in pits. Farmers dig pit in an open area 
or in the corner of the house. Graded roots are 
piled in these pits and covered with paddy 
straw and plastered with mud. Often, farmers 
smear the inner surface of the pits with mud 
and cowdung slurry. 


2. Earthen Pots 


Large earthen pots, locally called 
ghuma, are used for storing roots in small 
quantities. The pots are filled upto two-thirds 
with graded roots; these are covered with 


paddy straw and are mud plastered. 


3. Heaps 

The most common method in Orissa is 
heaping roots on a plain surface or in the corner 
of the house and covering the heap with a thin 
layer of paddy straw or dried grass. For 
withdrawal of a few roots at a time, a small 
hole is made in the heap. After withdrawal, 
the hole opening is covered again with paddy 
straw. 
4. | Sand beds 

Farmers make sand beds 8-10 cm deep 
and store the roots inside the bed. This practice 
is widely followed in Cuttack, Puri and 
Balasore districts, where sand is easil 
available from river beds. ° 


it is found that under these storage 
conditions, temperatures are mainly in e . 
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ranges of 25°C to 38°C with relative humidity 
varying between 80 to 95 percent in rabi 
season (Ray et al., 1994). Recent studies by 
R.C. Ray and his colleagues at Regional 
Centre of CTCRI, Bhubaneswar have shown 
that storage of tubers in such media like dry 
sand, soil or saw dust retarded the decline in 
fresh weight loss which was more evident after 
45 days of storage. After 60 days, weight loss 
in sand or soil was restricted to approximately 
30 per cent as compared to 44 per cent for 
tubers kept in natural condition. This 
difference is best explained by the fact that 
coverage of sand, saw dust and soil above the 
tubers reduces the rate of evaporation, thereby 
reducing the rate of transpiration (Ray et al., 
1994). 


These are low-cost, location-specific, 
ecologically sound and environment-friendly 
practices. Preserving this knowledge system 
is vital to the economy of tribal people. 
Support for this knowledge system could also 
serve as one measure of success in addressing 
issues of sustainable development. 
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SADBHAVANA DIVAS 


Sadbhavana Divas, the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister, late 
Rajiv Gandhi, was observed at Soochana Bhavan, Bhubaneswar on August 
20, 2001. A prayer meeting was held in the evening, in which floral tributes 
were paid to the beloved leader and excerpts from the scriptures of all 
religions were read/recited. Hon'ble Speaker of Orissa Legislative 
Assembly, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar presided over the meeting. Professor 
Atul Chandra Pradhan was the Chief Speaker. Earlier, the Director of 
Information and Public Relations Department, Shri Rahas Bihari Nayak 
welcomed the guests. At the end of the meeting, a vote of thanks was 


proposed by Shri Abhaya Chandra Mohapatra, Additional Director of 
: Gea Department. 
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Telecommunication : An Overview 
AP.I.B. FEATURE 


qelepammunication is vital for the flow of 
pon, In this age of globalisation and 
i wledge-based nature of society, its 
fee ae cannot be over-emphasized. India 
ee taken a number of measures to quickly 
i and modernize its telecom 
h rastructure. As a result, India’s teledensity 
a almost doubled during the last two years. 
Mes added to the basic services network 
nae the past five years are one-and-a-half 
ed that were added during the preceding 
‘die: eee Almost one thousand new 
See one lines are being added in our country 
as ies single hour. There is a proposal to further 
tease and expand its penetration into the 
‘ural and remote areas. 


New Telecom Policy 
99 The New Telecom Policy 1999 (NTP- 
) was announced with the objective of 
Tapidly expanding and modernizing the 
telecom infrastructure and providing 
affordable and effective means of 
Communication to all citizens. It has set a target 
‘0 make telephones available on demand by 
002 and to achieve a tele-density of 7 by 
2005 and 15 by 2010. It also envisages 
'ansformation of the telecommunication 
Sector to greater competitive environment 
Providing equal opportunities and level 
Playing field to ald the players. © 
e of NTP-99, the 
Government corporatised the service 
Providing functions of the Department of 
€lecommunications (DoT) and set up Bharat 
anchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) with effect 


In pursuance 


Ram Vilas Paswan 


from 1st October 2000 to provide functional 
autonomy and decision-making powers to the 
incumbent operator. It is expected that BSNL 
will be able to provide better services to the 
customers in a competitive environment at 
affordable prices. The Government 
strengthened the Regulator by giving it 
additional functions and making it mandatory 
to seek its recommendations in several fields. 
Further, a separate high-powered Telecom 
Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal 
(TDSAT) has been set up for expeditious 
disposal of telecom disputes. 


Village Public Telephones 

The Government is committed to 
connectivity to rural areas. As on 
30th June this year, 4,10,422 villages had been 
provided with Village Public Telephones 
(VPTs). Out of them 34,317 villages were pro- 
vided with telephones during 2000-01. It is 
planned to provide telephone facility to all 
villages by 2002. The Ministry has launched 
Sanchar Dhabas to act as public-tele-info 
centers, thus fulfilling communication needs 
at the doorsteps along with a variety of services 
in the villages. The Government is laying 
special emphasis on the development of 
telecom infrastructure in the north-eastern 
region and tribal areas for which special sub- 
plans are being implemented to ensur 
balanced growth of these areas. . 


providing 


Customer Care 


Customer services are being i 

eing improve 

by regular interaction with the users ae 

the Telephone Advisory Committees Ole 
> en 
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House Sessions and Telephone Adalats so as 
to address customer grievances and assess their 
special needs. BSNL and the Mahanagar 
Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) are 
providing computerised directory service in 
major cities and towns of the country. These 
companies have also launched services like 
cellular mobile telephones, wireless in local 
loop (WLL) telephone services and Internet 
facilities by providing a Whole range of choices 
to customers. 


Direct dialling facility was provided to 
the subscriber up to a distance of 200 km by 
drastically reducing the rates for distances 
from 50-200 kms. Earlier there was 15 seconds 
pulse rate for distances from 50-200 kms. This 
pulse rate for 50-100 ms was increased to 120 
seconds (rate reduction by 1/8th) and for 
distance between 100-200 kms, it was 
increased to 30 seconds (rate reduction by %). 
STD-barred telephones also have been 
provided the facility to dial directly up to a 
distance of 200 kms. 


Foreign Direct Investment 


The Government has announced an 
attractive investment policy to encourage 
foreign direct investment (FDI) on liberal 
terms in various services and telecom 
equipment manufacturing. The initiatives 
taken by the Government are also reflected in 
the fact that the FDI inflow during the first 
four months of the year 2001 is higher than 
the total FDI received in the last two years. 
The total FDI inflow in the telecom sector is 
Rs. 5,044 crore. The total FDI approved in the 
telecom sector is so far Rs. 52,605 crore which 
18 20.45 per cent of the total FDI approved. 
Today, the Indian telecom sector is indeed an 
attractive global investment destination. 


Private Participation 


As a result of the opening up of the 


™ sector for private participation, the 
customer is getting wider options of service 


teleco 


providers and schemes to choose from. Soon, 
we shall have the fourth cellular operator in 
most circles and similarly more basic service 
operators and long distance operators. The 
Department is opening services like national 
long distance for free competition and the 
process of granting license is underway. 
Further, the international long distance service 
is also now slated to be opened up for free 
competition from Ist April 2002, two years 
ahead of schedule as stipulated in NTP-99. The 
competition in these areas will provide better 
and cheaper services to the consumers. 


Basic Telephone Service 


The country has been divided into 21 
territorial areas for providing basic telephone 
services. The private sector is now permitted 
to invest in these areas on a non-exclusive 
basis. The private operators have begun 
operations in six service areas. The process of 
granting new licenses to more private 
operators is underway. 


Cellular Mobile Service 


For providing cellular mobile services, 
the country has been divided into twenty circle 
service areas and four metro city circles. 
Licenses had been awarded to two operators 
in each service areas initially with the state- 
owned operator as the third operator. The 
process of inducting the fourth cellular 
operator in each service area is in the final 
stages. This sector showed a record growth of 
over 100 per cent last year and has over 36 
lakh customers as on March 31, 2001. 


Internet 


This service has been opened for free 
competition. About 450 companies had been 
issued licences. Of them 130 have already 
begun their services. The number of Internet 
subscribers has also witnessed an exponential 


growth. They numbered 30 lakh as on March 
31, 2001. : 
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GMPCS System 


The Global Mobile “Personal 
Communication by Satellite (GMPCS) has 
been opened for free competition and licenses 
are issued, subject to security clearances, ona 
first-come-first served basis. 


; Altogether 84 licenses for 27 cities and 

15 licenses for 14 circle service areas have 

ey granted for radio paging operations. 

Tesently, this service 1s available in 240 cities 
and has over six lakh subscribers. 


Equipment Manufacture 


The Indian telecom 
manufactures a complete range of telecom 
“quipment utilising state-of-the-art 
'echnologies required to meet the needs of 
diverse terrain and climatic conditions of the 
Country. The production increased from 
Rs.5,500 crore in 1993-94 to Rs.10,800 crore 
in 1999-2000, The equipment being 
penufactured include a wide range of products 
ike cellular switches, cellular phones, radio 


industry 


er, 


‘ble Chief Minist 
f Panasagu 
distric 


Hon 
the people © 


Shri Naveen Patnaik interacting with 
da village in Kashipur Block of Raygada 
t on September 6, 2001. 


trunking handsets, V-SAT terminals, frame 
relay, optical fibre equipment, digital loop 
carrier (DLC), high bit rate digital subscriber 
line (HDSL), asynchronous transfer mode 
(ATM), wireless in local loop (WLL) and 
synchronous digital hierarchy (SDH). 


Convergence 

While modernising the telecom 
infrastructure, steps are also being taken to 
modernize some of our antiquated laws in tune 
with the needs of the time. Keeping in view 
the rapid convergence of telecom, computers 
and television, a new Communication 
Convergence Bill is under preparation to 
facilitate provision and regulation of different 
kinds of service over the existing 
infrastructure. 


Source : www.pib.nic.in 


m Vilas Paswan is a member of the Union Council 


Ra 
of Ministers. 


The consumer movement in India is as old as 
trade and Commerce itself. Even in Kautilya’s 
Arthshastra, there are references to the concept 
of protection of consumers against the 
exploitation by trade and industry, short 
weighment and measurements, adulteration 
along with the punishment for these offences. 
There was, however, no organized and 
systematic movement actually safeguarding 
the interests of the consumers. Prior to 
Independence, consumer interests were 
considered mainly under laws like the Indian 
Penal Code, Agricultural Production Grading 
and Marketing Act 1937, and Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act, 1940. Even though different 
parts of India had varying degrees of 
awareness, in general the level of awareness 
was low. 


It is generally believed that the 
consumer movement in India as of today is 
quite strong when it is compared with other 
developing countries in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. India is a vast country with a very 
large population of which a sizeable 
percentage lives below the poverty line. 
Because of economic inequality, low level of 
literacy and ignorance, particularly amongst 
women, the level of consumer awareness is 
not too high and , therefore, the consumers 
are not able to assert and protect themselves. 
They easily get exploited by trade and industry 
and service providers. With the liberalisation 
Process which started in 1991 the entire 
€conomic scenario is undergoing a complete 
change from a government-driven economy 
to a market-driven economy. Protecting the 
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Strengthening the Consumer Movement 
A P.I.B. FEATURE 


P. Venkatesan 


, 


interests of consumers has, therefore, become 
one of the paramount concerns of the 
Government than ever before. Hence, policies 
are being designed and legislations enacted to 
protect the consumers’ interest and grant them 
the right to choice, safety, information and 
redressal. 


Consumer Protection Act, 1986 


One of the most important milestones 
in the consumer movement in the country has 
been the enactment of the Consumer 
Protection Act, 1986 to better protect the 
interest of the consumers. This has 
revolutionised consumer rights. It is one of the 
most progressive and comprehensive pieces* 
of socio-benevolent legislation covering all 
goods and services. The Act provides for a 
separate three-tier quasi-judicial consumer 
dispute redressal machinery, popularly known 
as consumer courts, at the national, state and 
district levels to provide simple, speedy and 
free redressal against consumers’ complaints. 
Filing of a simple complaint on plain paper 
with the details of the case with supporting 
documents seeking relief or compensation is 
enough and it is not obligatory to engage a 
lawyer. According to the objects and purposes 
of the Consumer Protection Act, these quasi- 
judicial bodies observe the principles of 
natural justice while adjudicating consumer 
complaints against defective goods, deficient 
services and restrictive and unfair trade 
practices through summary trials. The Act 
applies to all goods and services and covers 
all sectors, whether private, public oF 
cdoperative. ° 


Amendments 


oa The Act was amended in 1991 mainly 
Dist Ss provisions for the quorum of 
Re “ orum, appointing persons to preside 
ot ate Commission/District Forum in case 
oo of the President to enable the court 
ene uninterruptedly. In 1993 the Act was 
ES amended exhaustively to make it more 
€ctive and purposeful. 


= The Government has formulated 
eo euive proposals for amending the 
aa Protection Act mainly based on the 
on mendations of the Working Group and 
sl Group set up for the purpose and the 
Meco ae consultations its had with the 
eee eyes of consumer interests, 
to ents of the national and state 

mMMissions and Central Government 
ie and Departments. _These 
Tae are mainly aimed at facilitating 
ea er disposal of complaints, enhancing the 

Pability of redressal agencies, strengthening 
oe with more powers, streamlining the 
é edures and widening the scope of the Act 
oe it more effective to protect the 

umers’ interest . 


Pn The Consumer Protection 
Raj endment) Bill, 2001 introduced in the 
thine Sabha on 26th April, 2001 among other 
0 al addresses the issues of quicker disposal 
str omplaints, widening the scope of the Act, 
€ngthening the Consumer Courts, 
she lining the procedure and a proposal to 
it Ngthen the consumer movement. It is also 
Be Posed to establish a consumer protection 
Uncil in every district in order to strengthen 

© Consumer movementat the grassroot level. 
hot Enactment of the Amendment Bill will 
only further strengthen the consumer 


movement in the country but also help the large 
Mber of consumers in securing speedy and 


e Ps z . 
€ctive redressal of their complaints. 


G 
°Vernment’s Role 
__ A separate Department of Consumer 
Affairs was created in 1997 to act as the nodal 
Utfit in the Central Government for 
Promoting and protecting the welfare of 
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consumers. It seeks to do this in various ways 
such as ensuring availability of essential 
commodities at reasonable prices including 
monitoring of prices, formulating standards of 
goods and services, regulation of weighing and 
measuring instruments and prepacked 
commodities and providing a legislative 
framework for safeguarding consumers’ 
interests and establishment of a machinery for 
redressal of consumer complaints. 


To meet these objectives the 
Department has been undertaking various 
measures involving all concerned to strengthen 
the consumer movement in the country. Some 
of the important measures being taken to 
strengthen the consumer movement include 
initiating multimedia publicity programmes to 
educate the consumers, providing financial 
assistance through consumer welfare fund to 
the NGOs and State Governments to generate 
consumer awareness, setting up of district 
information centres to guide the public, 
national awards on consumer protection to 
encourage outstanding work by women and 
youth, observing national and World 
Consumer Rights Day to remind the 
consumers to be vigilant, interactions with 
various interests through Central and State 
Consumer Protection Council to promote and 
protect the rights of the consumers, 
formulation of citizens’ charters containing 
their entitlements to public services, standards 
of performance and redressal of grievances for 
providing an efficient and responsive 
administration. 

The success of the consumer 
movement mainly depends upon the level of 
consumer awareness around the country. The 
Government can only be playing the role of a 
facilitator or catalyst. The growth of consumer 
movement isa voluntary effort involving the 
participation of one and all. Only alert 
consumers can protect themselves and the 


society. 

Source : www.pib.nic.in 

ee ee ee eee 
P. Venkatesan is Deputy Secretary, Department of Cons 
Affairs, Govt. of India. wi 
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Girl Child Infanticide : Preventive and 
Remedial Measures 


Perspective 


There are complaints of crime against women 
increasing in recent years. Almost the entire 
society is directly or indirectly affected by such 
violence. Women of all ages are victimized 
both inside and outside their homes. It is 
observed that a girl is discriminated against a 
boy in several fields. The problem of female 


infanticide is a major concern for 
demographers. 


What is female infanticide ? 


Female infanticide can be divided into 
two broader categories : 


(1) Infanticide prior to birth of girl child 
is called Foeticide. 


(ii) Infanticide after birth, or killing the 
infant putting opium on the mother's nipple 


or feeding the baby with milk from oleander 
berries. 


1. Foeticide 


The process of killing an unborn babe, 
if identified as a girl through a sex- 
determination test, and subsequent abortion of 
the foetus is called foeticide. This happens 
because Indian couples prefer sons to 


daughters. Studies have identified three major 


factors that underlie this preference. One is 
the conomic utility of sons; sons are more 
likely to provide labour on the farm or in 
business, carn wages and support their parents 
In old age. Upon marriage, a son brings a 
daughter-in-law to the family and she provides 
additional help and brings dowry. 


An important advantage of having sons . 
is their socio-cultural utility. The utility of 
having sons arises from the important religious 
functions that only sons can perform. 
According to Hindu tradition, sons are needed 
to kindle the funeral pyre of their deceased 
parents and they are believed to help them in 
attaining salvation. 


Although a daughter provides help in 
household work before marriage, she is 
considered an economic liability to her parents, 
mainly because of dowry demanded by the 
groom's family as well as the high cost of the 
wedding which generally the bride's family 
bears. 
oh The infanticide after birth occurs 
mostly in the states of Rajasthan, Punjab, 
Haryana and U.P. Cases of such infanticide 
are also found in the states of Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh. Such practice is also noticed 
among the people of Kallar tribe of TamilNadu 
where infants are administered poisonous milk 
from oleander berries. This type of infanticide 
ofa girl child is attributed to socio-economic, 
and socio-cultural causes. 


The increasing trends of foeticide of 
girl child is a major concern of our times. At 
times even educated couples clandstinely 
adopt this type of heirous crime. Sometimes 
a woman is pressurised by her husband and 
in-laws to have a sex-determination test and 
abort the foetus, if it turns out to be a female. 
Clinics have been pursuing illegal sex- 
determination by abusing the advance 


technology like Sonography, Foetoscopy and 
Se rents, Those clinics use to advertise 
ii M.T.P. facility like this : "Better to spend 
ae today rather Rs.5.00 lakh at the time 
ot Ss cai abl Thousands of women have 
re inated their pregnancies in these clinics 
ay in the metros, cities and even in small 
te z Abortion of child has been made legal, 
eed foeticides occur in the name of 

ion. It is revealed from a report that 8,000 


fe : 
Oetus were aborted in Maharastra, out of 


fe 7,999 were female. Women get inferior 
inne in matters of food, medication and 
ae mes They are also harassed for dowry. 
Vis € wonder if it is better to be born and 
Hah die than to be killed as foetus. Does the 
; of millions of unwanted girls improve 
€ status of women ? 
Preventive and Remedial Measures 


ee Now the issue remains : why instances 

in eo / infanticide increase day by day, 

Bae of the fact that many laws have been 

b Cted, Infanticide Act, 1870 had introduced 
Y the British in India. 


obvi The history of mankind makes it 
cha ous, that laws alone cannot bring desired 
pn Nges in the society, unless such laws are 
Sperly implemented. It is also obvious that 
°r the proper implementation of the laws, 
oa must be effective implementing agencies 
Ompanied with active public participation 
Indj Co-operation. Therefore, in the existing 
Eee Set-up, there are many factors which 
eee for the ineffectiveness of the 
ing S and increasing trends of girl foeticides/ 
anticides. 


Some of the factors are outlined as 


follows ; 


* 

Sect; Women, like other disad 
, Ctions in Indian society, have no 
Calised the full legal potential in the matters 


€velopment. 


vantageous 
t fully 
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* There is mass illiteracy among women 
They are not aware of the protections available 
to them under the existing laws. They are 
ignorant of their own rights. In fact, they have 
not yet realised wider significance of justice 
in social and developmental terms. 


* There is public non-co-operation in a 
majority of the cases. The public usually do 
not bother to help the law enforcement 
agencies. 

* The role of Health administration / 
Police should be made clear. Modern 
technology is used for exploitation of women. 
The destruction of female foetus is on increase 
in spite of the fact that this violates the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancies Act and is a 
serious offence under sections 312 and 313 of 
IPC. The M.T.P. Act provides for the 
termination of pregnancy by a registered 


Medical Practitioner, where its continuance 
would involve a risk to the life of pregnant 


women or grave injury to her physical or 
mental health or where there is a substantial 
risk that if the child is born, it would suffer 
from such physical or mental abnormality as 
to be seriously handicapped. 

Determination of sex in the context of 
girl child also violates Articles 14 and 15 of 
the Constitution of India that guarantees. that 
there will be no discrimination against woman. 
Role of Commissions for Women/Women 
Organisations 

The National Commission for Women 
has been constituted by the Union Government 
in 1992. Similarly, State Commissions have 
been set up. A State Commission can play the 
role of a watch dog effectively to curb sex- 
determination tests, proper implementation of 
MTP Act and campaign against the notorious 
activities of money-minded doctors and of 
course, strict implementation of P.N.D.T, Act 
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Mass-media should refrain from 
publishing advertisements on_ sex- 
determination and Government must publicize 
that a woman is not responsible for the birth 
of the girl. 


Other avenues which need to be 
focussed lead towards more gender- neutral 
attitudes and behaviour. These include 
expanded efforts to encourage equal education 
and equal treatment for daughters and sons in 
respect of medical care, and to completely do 
away with dowry system. 


Report prepared by Ashok Kumar Naik, Additional 
Project Director, DRDA, Sundargarh, Banshidhar 


ShiiK.JS.Chatrath,D.G.Gopabandhu Academy of Adm, $mt Anu Garg, Director, Social Welfare and Shi P.K Mohopatra, 


Course Director with the trainees, 


Malick, Addl. Project Director(A) DRDA, 
Nawarangpur, Bhagabat Sethi, Deputy Director. 
Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Bhubaneswar. 
Bidyadhara Sabara, Joint Secretary to Government. 
Home Department, Bhubaneswar, Bijoylaxmi Prahara), 
Research Officer, Gopabandhu Academy of 
Administration, Bhubaneswar and Bishnu Charan 
Sahoo, Under Secretary to Government, Home 
Department, Bhubaneswar. 


a ee 
Source : Recommendations of the participants (Group-A) 
of the Training Programme on Family Welfare and Population 
Policy ( 27-31 August 2001) Gopabandhu Academy 


of Administration, Chandrasekhapur, 


Orissa, 
Bhubaneswar - 751012. 


ae 
eS 
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Empowerment of Women : Its Impact on 
Family Welfare 


Introduction 
"There i 
e 
the ie no chance for the welfare of the world unless 
ora bi oe of women is improved. It is not possible 
rd to fly on one wing." 


Swami Vivekananda 


W ’ 
come most societies do not enjoy the same 
eaves anes as men. This unequal status 
Muéh onsiderable disparities between how 
devely women contribute to human 
its Renee and how little share they get in 
Bieeed The past two decades have 
Conttibutine efforts for human development 
Uildin ing preatly to rapid progress in 
Bender women's capabilities and in closing 
"Pe Despite their progress, a 
omen ead pattern of inequality between 
emia men persists in their access 10 
Artic; a, health and nutrition, and in their 
Activin oe in the economic and political 
iioicn Women now share much more in 
Vie of social services, both public and 
pport, but continue to be denied equal 
tigi Teens for political and economic 
Protecting Nor do women enjoy the same 
any ion and rights as men 1n the laws of 
Countries. 
n our society is 
t cause of our 
ent of women 


Perha Neglect of women i 
abies the most importan 
“Sebo Nearly 50 percem™ © 

iterate and most of them live in remote 


accessible parts of the country. They are 
thy gon aware of theit rights guaranteed Dy 

onstitution. Thus they do not demand the 
Otcement of their rights within the family, 


community. or nation. Countries that hope to 
be in the vanguard of economic development 
and social change should accord a status to 
women at par with men to enable them to play 
a complimentary role in the progress of the 


nation. 


Empowerment of Women : Steps Taken 


A vast segment of our womenfolk is 


paying the price of some legacies of history, 
culture and societal traits. This process has 
done us enough harm. Hence the crying need 
for calling a halt to it. The issue of 
empowerment of women has rightly drawn the 
attention of Government. 

The principle of gender equality is 
enshrined in the Indian Constitution. The 
Constitution not only grants equality to 
women, but also empowers the State to adopt 
f positive discrimination in favour 
of all women. Within the framework of a 
democratic policy, our laws, development 
policies, plans and programmes have aimed 
at women's advancement in different spheres, 
From the 5th Five year plan (1974-79) 
onwards, there has been a marked shift in the 
approach to women's issues from welfare tc 
development. In recent years, the 
empowerment of women has been recognised 
as the central issue in determining the status 
of women. The National Commission for 
Women was set up by an Act of Parliament in 
1990 to safeguard the rights and legal 
entitlement of women. The 73rd and 2 
Amendments (1993) to the Constitution of 


measures 0 


India have provided for reservation of seats 
for women in the local bodies of Panchayats 
and Municipalities, laying a strong foundation 
for their participation in decisionmaking at the 
local levels. India has also ratified various 
international conventions and human rights 
instruments committing to secure equal rights 
of women, the most important among them is 
the ratification of the Convention on 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW) in 1993. 


The goal of the National Policy-2001 
is to bring about the advancement, 
development and empowerment of women. 
The policy will be widely disseminated so as 
to encourage active participation of all stake 
holders for achieving its goals towards 
empowerment of women; 


(i) Creating an environment through 
positive economic and social policies for full 
development of women to enable them to 
realise their full potential. 


(ii) The de-jure and de-facto excercise of 
powers and enjoyment of privileges by women 
at par with men in all spheres—political, 
economic, social, cultural and civil, 


(iii) | Equal access to participation and 
decision making in social, political and 
economic life of the nation. 


(iv) Equal access to healthcare, quality 
education at all level, career and vocational 
guidance, employment, equal remuneration, 
occupational health, safety, social security and 
public office, etc. 


(v) Strengthening legal systems aimed at 
elimination of all forms of discrimination 
against women. 


(vi) Changing social attitude and 
community practices by active participation 
and involvement of both men and women, 


(vii) 


Developing a gender perspective in the 


process of development. 
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(viii) Elimination of discrimination and all 


forms of violence against women and the girl 
child. 


(ix) Building and strengthening 
partnerships with civil society, particularly 
women's organisation. 


The various developmental plans and 
programmes over four developmental decades 
i.e. (1951-1991) have brought about 
perceptible improvement in the socio- 
economic status of women in the country. 
Important achievements have been made in 
areas like health, education, employment, etc. 


Impact on Family Welfare 


In the field of family welfare, 
significant gains have been achieved in respect 
of women's health : 


(i) Expectency of life for females at birth, 
which was 31.6% in 1951, was estimated to 
rise to 59.7% in 1989-93. 


(ii) The infant mortality rate (IMR) for 
females declined from 131 in 1951 to 75 in 
1993, Similarly, the sex differential which was 
quite high in the 70s has now been bridged. 
The IMR has been reduced from 132 during 
1982 to 97.6 during 1998 and in case of 
female, the IMR has been reduced from 124 
during 1982 to 96.9 during 1998. 


(iii) | Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) !n 
rural India still continues to be uncomfortably 
high at 324 per 1,00,000. It showed a declining 
trend from 468 in 1980 to 324 in 1989. 


(iv) There is a considerable improvement - 
in the female literacy, 50.97 percent in 2001 
from 8-9 percent in 1957. The enrolement of 
girls in primary schools has also improved. 


(v) Inthe-field ofemployment, the female 
workers participation has grown from 19.7% 
in 1981 to 22.3% in 1991. Similarly a number 
of women in the organised sector has also sen 
from 12.2% in 1981 to 15.4% in 1995. Further 


employment of women in the Central 
eben has also been raising steadily 
a year to year. Women's share has grown 
a8 in 1981 to coe in 1991, reflecting a 
ne women's participation in the 
en It also indicates a remarkable 
a, rough after reservation of 33% of posts 
omen in the Govt. services. 


ie The 73rd and 74th Amendments 
” 93) to the Indian Constitution have served 
Fis breakthrough towards ensuring equal 
’ Ss and increased participation in political 
ie structure for women. The PRIs will play 
ake role in the process of enhancing 
ine, s participation in public life. The PRIs 
iba the Local Self-Government will be 
ms oy involved in the implementation and 
ecution of the national policy for women at 

© grass root level. 


Empowerment of Women : Suggestions 


health Besides aholistic approach to women's 
Serti which includes both nutrition and health 
the \Ces, special attention should be given to 
ife needs of women and girls at all stages of 
mat The reduction of infant mortality and 
fifa mortality which are sensitive 
att lcators of human development, should be 

ached priority. Women should have access 
he Comprehensive, affordable and equality 
-“althcare, Measures should be adopted to take 
a account the reproductive 1 ghts of women 

Snable them to exercise informed choices, 


ae vulnerability to sexual and health 
oblem together with endemic infections and 
ria, T.B., 


“ommunicable diseases such as Malari 

Cara ttet-bome disease, hypertension A 

Tdid pulmonary diseases. — Stric 

plementation of registration of birth and 
Saths should be ensured and registration of 
atiages should be made compulsory. The 
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critical need of men and women is to have 
access to safe, effective and affordable 
methods of family planning of their choice 
The issues of early marriage and spacing of 
children should be properly addresséd. 


Conclusion 


In the conclusion, it may be stated that 
years of neglect and discrimination against the 
girl child cannot be turned around in a day. 
However, careful planning on the part of the 
Government to raise educational levels across 
the country with the co-operation of the Civil 
Society will result in the empowerment of 
women. It will raise their awareness and allow 
them to participate in decision-making process 
at home and outside. It will also result in skill- 
development and make women economically 
independent. Empowerment of women also 
requires the participation and co-operation of 
men in all fields. India has taken several steps 
towards empowering women. We, however, 
have to catch up with the rest of the world. 
That can happen by changing traditional mind- 
sets that accord women a second class status 


in the society. 

Report prepared by Menaka Mishra, District Social 
Welfare Officer, Sonepur, Niranjan Sethi, Dy. Director- 
-Dy. Secy. to Govt., Information & Public Relations 


cum 
t, Bhubaneswar, Sundar Lal Seal, District 


Departmen| 
Development Officer, Koraput, Saha Gond, Assistant 


Project Director (Training) DRDA, Rayagada, | 
Haribandhu Ghadei, Research Officer, Gopabandhu 
Academy of Administration, Bhubaneswar and 
Rabindra Kumar Swain, Compiler, Gopabandhu 
Academy of Administration, Bhubaneswar. | 
| 
i 
| 


ee 
Source : Recommendations of the participants (Group-B) 
of the Training Programme on Family Welfare and Population 
Policy ( 27-31 August 2001) Gopabandhu Academy 
of Administration, Orissa, Chandrasekhapur 
Bhubaneswar - 751012. : 


Orissa Review # September-2001 


Orissa News 


ANTYODAYA ANNA YOJANA LAUNCHED 


Antyodaya Anna Yojana was launched at Rayagada on September 14, 2001. Addressing a meeting 
arranged on this occasion on the G.C.D. High School grounds, Hon'ble Union Minister for Food 
and Consumer Affairs, Shri Shanta 
Kumar said that nobody would be 
allowed to die of hunger when there was 
sufficient stock of foodgrains. Each of the 
five lakh five thousand five hundred 
poorest of the poor households would be 
given 25 kg. of foodgrains per month at 
a special subsidised rate, i.e.rice at Rs.3/- 
and wheat at Rs.2/- a kg. In his address. 
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 
Patnaik said that the Government was: 
committed to safeguarding the interest o! 
f poor. Several schemes have been 
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon'ble Union Minister, introduced for the benefit of Har gee 
Shri Shanta Kumar and Hon'ble Minister, Shri Beda Prakash Agarwalla Adivasis and backward sections of the 
interacting with people at Gotiguda in Rayagada district on 14.9.0]. society. The meeting was presided over 

by Hon'ble Minister for Food Supplies 
& Consumer Welfare and Public Enterprises, Shri Beda Prakash Agarwalla. Hon'ble Minister 
for State, Food Supplies & Consumer Welfare, Shri Rabi Narayan Nanda also addressed the 


meeting. On this occasion, Hon'ble Chief Minister and Hon'ble Union Minister distributed 25 kg 
of rice to each of the 20 


beneficieries. Earlier, 
Shri Patnaik and Shri 
Kumar visited 
Gotiguda, Khurigaon 
and Panasaguda 
villages, where they 
interacted with 
villagers. 


Later, Shri Kumar a 


iri i ; : F nar 
and Shri P atnaik Hon'ble, hief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik and Hon'ble Union Minister, Shri Shanta K nal 
addressed the press ata addressing the press at a Press C onference in Bhubaneswar on September ! 4, - 

- Ch a. . as se 
Press C on ference ii hief Secretary, Shri D.P. Bagchi is present. 


; : ‘ a 
Bhubaneswar. Shri Kumar said that there was no starvation death in Orissa; the deaths in Rayagad 


. Z : e 
Were caused due to the consumption of poisonous food. He expressed his satisfaction at t 
steps taken by the State Government to tackle the situation. 
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MECHANISED COAL HANDLING PLANT AT PARADIP 


eas an Shipping, Shri Ved Prakash Goyal inaugurated the Rs.703 cr. 
“sh ‘oa Handling Plant at Paradip Port on September 11, 2001. In his address, the 

ister said that in the days to come emphasis would be laid on dredging the sea at all th jor 
Ports so that the handling of cargo would ? o-- 
become economical. He also said that plans 
Were afoot to develop Paradip as one of the 
best ports in the country. The capacity of 
the port would be increased through efficient 
functioning. 


} In his address, Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Shri Naveen Patnaik reiterated the 
Government's commitment to develop 
Paradip into a Special Economic Zone. 

Commissioning of the oil refinery would 

add to the importance of Paradip Port. Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Han'ble Union 
Amon go thers, DrDamo dar Rout, MLA and Minister, Shri Ved Prakash Goyal and Dr Damodar Rout, MLA at 
Shri SK Mohapatra, Chairman of PPT Paradeep on September 11, 2001. 

attended the function. 


BIJU PATNAIK SPORTS AWARDS 

Awards, which will be conferred on two sports 
f their remarkable achievements in the field of 
orandum to this effect has been brought 


Government has instituted Biju Patnaik Sports 
Persons / athletes every year in recognition © 
Sports. This will come into effect from this year. A mem 


Out in the Sports and Youth Services Department. 
phy, a citation and a purse of Rs.50,000/-. Two sports persons 


ent at the national or international level during the year 
bution for the development of sports -- will be selected 
ed from individuals, state-level sports bodies for this 
outh Services by September 15, 2001. 
Collectors, S.Ps, Nehru Youth Centres 


The award carries a silver tro 
--one, for his/her outstanding achievem 
and the other for his/her life time's contri 
for the purpose. Proposals have been invit 
year's award, so as to reach the Director, Sports and Y 
Details in this regards are available with the offices of all 
and Orissa Sports Council. 

CHANGE IN THE COLOUR § 
SECURITY REGISTRATIO 

21(E) dated 28 
for letters and 
Motor Vehicles Rules, 
black colour on yellow background; and 


CHEME AND INTRODUCTION OF HIGH 
N PLATES FOR MOTOR VEHICLES 


3.2001, Government of India has brought about 
figures in registration plates for motor vehicles 
1989 as given below : 


As per Notification No.G.S.R.2 
4 change in the colour scheme 
under rule 50(2) (d) of Central 


(A) in the case of transport vehicles in 
k colour on white background. 


The change in the colour scheme has come into force from the date of final publication of 


the amendment in the official gazette on 28.3.2001 


el ae | 


(B) in other cases, in blac 
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2. Further, a new system of high security registration plates is being introduced in respect of 
new vehicles with effect from 28.9.2001 while for vehicles already registered, this is to come 


into force two years thereafter. Some of the salient points of high security registration plates are 
as follows : 


(a) The registration plate shall conform to the specifications and size spelt out in rule 50 of 


C.M.V. Rules 1989; registration plate has to be guarranteed for imperishable nature for minimum 
five years. 


(b) The background colour and colour of the letter in the high security number plate shall be 
same as per the colour scheme prescribed in the Gazette notification dt. 28.3.2001, namely black 
colour in yellow background in case of transport vehicles and black colour in white background 
in case of other vehicles. The letters of the registration mark shall be in English and the figures 
shall be in Arabic numerals and the letters and figures shall be embossed and hot stamped. 


(c) The registration plates shall be displayed both at the front and at the rear of all motor 


vehicles. The plate shall bear the letters 'IND' in blue colour on the extreme left centre of the 
plate. 


(d) To protect against counterfeiting, a chromium-based hologram is to be applied by hot 
stamping on the top left-hand corner of the plate in both front and rear. The size of the same shall 
be 20 mm x 20 mm. The hologram shall contain Ashok emblem with ‘Bharat Sarkar’ and 
‘Government of India’ each side vertically on left and right side respectively of Ashok emblem. 


(c) The plate shall bear permanent identification number of minium 7 digits to be laser branded 


into the reflective sheeting on the bottom left-hand side of the number plate with the numeral 
size being 2.5 mm. 


(f) The hot stamping film to be applied on the letters / numerals of the licence number shall 
bear the inscription 'INDIA\. 


(g) Apart from the registration marks on the front and rear, the 3rd registration mark in the 
form of self-destructive type chromium based hologram sticker to be affixed on the inner side of 
the left hand corner of wind shield of the vehicle. The registration details such as (i) name of 
registering authority (ii) registration number of the vehicle (iii) laser branded permanent 


identification number, (iv) engine number (v) Chassis number of the vehicle shall be printed on 
the 3rd number plate (sticker). 


(h) The registration number plate fitted in the year of the vehicle is to be fastened with non- 
removable / non-reusable snap lock system at the premises of the registering authority. 


The State Transport Department will select the manufacturer / supplier / vendor for the 
State as a whole of any region of the State for manufacture and supply of security number plates. 
The manufacture / supplier / vendor will have to obtain a certificate from five identified test 
agencies notified by Government of India namely ARAI, Pune, CRRI, New Delhi, Vehicle 
Research and Development Establishment, Ahmednagar, Central Mac 


; ‘ : ‘ hinery Testing and Training 
Institute, BudIni and Indian Institute of Petroleum, Dehradun. i 


The number plates will be supplied to the motor vehicles by the vendor against a specific 


authorisation by the R.T.O. or any officer designated for the purpose by the State Transport 
Department. : 


Orissa Review # September-2001 


The high security plate shall be affixed inside the premises of the registering authority 
g 4 


rie - process of selecting suitable manufacturer / supplier / vendor has been initiated by the 
overnment. In a recent meeting of Transport Secretaries / Transport Commissioners 


Gov © Tdi 
ernment of India has been requested to extend the date line for introduction of the high 
—) 


Se i ] 1 = . . 
curity registration plates in respect of new vehicles with effect from 28.9.2001, as facilities for 


m : : : i : 
4 anufacturing high security registration plates are yet to be set up in the State, as learnt from the 
Tansport Commissioner Orissa, Cuttack's office source. 
EX-GRATIA COMPENSATION TO POLLING PERSONNEL HIKED 
fe) : ; ae . 
a the recommendation of the Election Commission of India, Government of Orissa has been 
ae to decide that there should bea uniform yardstick for payment of ex-gratia compensation 
d Be families of polling personnel who die or sustain grievous injuries while on election duty 
uring General / Bye-Election to the Lok Sabha / State Legislative Assembly. 
The rates of ex-gratia compensation to the polling personnel other than State 


employees in the event of death/injury may be as follows : 
y of deceased polling personnel engaged on 


Government 


|. Ex-gratia amount shall be paid to the famil 


election duty to the extent of Rs.1.5 lakhs. 


tion (involving two limbs or two eyes or one limb and one eye) : 


2. Permanent incapacita 
Rs.1.00 lakh. 


3. Logs of one limb or one eye: Rs.50,000.00 
er than those mentioned above : Rs.1.00 lakh 


4. Permanent total disablement for injuries oth 
e of Rs.1.00 lakh as per the percentage of 


5. Permanent partial disablement : Percentag 


disabledness sustained. 
* The family of the decea: 
Subject to production of certificate from 
Meident. 
Similarly, the family of the polling personnel who sustains injury may be eligible to the 
dical authority competent to certify the 


above grant on production of a certificate from the me 
Quantum of injury on basis of which compensation will be assessed not by a single doctor but by 


may be eligible to the compassionate grant 


sed polling personnel con 
priate medical authority in support of the 


the appro 


4 Medical Board. 
The injured polling personnel himself, and in the case of deceased polling personnel, the 
legal heir of his family, shall within six months from the date of injury / death, as the case may 
te grant to the District Election Officer concerned 


©, submit a formal application for compassiona' 
Employees of autonomous bodies or corporations, local bodies, drivers, helpers and cleaners 


°f private vehicles requisitioned for election purpose are catagorised under this order as polling 
Personnel on election duty and in the event of the injury / death, the benefits as per this order are 


€xtended to them / their family members. 
ating to grant of compensation applicable to such person, he/ 


In case of any other rules rel om 
She may be granted compensation by the said rule, if it is beneficial to him/her. 
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WASTELAND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR MADHYA PRADESH, 
MAHARASHTRA, ORISSA, RAJASTHAN AND HARYANA 


The Integrated Wastelands Development Programme (IWDP) aims at improving the productivity 
of land and poverty alleviation through generation of employment in the rural areas, active par- 
ticipation of people at all stages in the development of wastelands. It is a Central Sector Scheme. 
The main objectives of the programme are to develop wastelands based on village and micro- 
watershed plans, to promote overall economic development and improving the socio-economic 
conditions of the poor and disadvantagous sections of the society living in and around the 
programme areas. 


Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India has released Rs.41.15 lakh for 
development of wasteland to the District Rural Development Agency (DRDA), Keonjhar district 
of Orissa towards the expenditure which will be incurred on implementation of the project during 
2001-2002. An amount of Rs.48.11 lakh has been released to DRDA, Ajmer district of Rajasthan 
for wastelands development. The funds would be utilised for Tajpura Watershed of Arain Block 
of Ajmer District (Project III) during the year 2001-2002. 


The Ministry has also released instalments of central assistance under Employment 


Assurance Scheme (EAS) for completion of on-going watershed projects during 2001-2002 to 
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Maharashtra and Rajasthan. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon'ble Union Minister, Shri Shanta Kumar and Hon'ble 


Minister, Food Supplies and C onsumer Welfare, Shri Beda Prakash Agrawalla holding a discussion on 


Public Distribution System with high level officers at the Conference Room in the Secretariat on 13.9.2001. 
Chief Secretary, Shri D.P. Bagchi is present. 


\ 


OGP-MP-PTS (I &PR)43-2000-20-9-20u1 : 
SiGe: NS oe 


Shri Naveen Patnaik making a review of the 
laced at the time of construction of Hirakud 
Orissa, in the Conference room of 
1. Hon’ble 


problems of the people disp 
Dam, and the recent flood situation in 
the RDC, North Zone at Sambalpur on August 17, 200 


Minister of State for Healt! 


h, Shri Debi Prasad Mishra is present. 


Shri Naveen Patnaik at the condolence meeting 
Duryodhan Sohela at Maneswar in Sambalpur 
on August 17, 2001. Also present are Hon’ble Ministers, Shri Ananda 
‘a Hare, Shri Bimbadhar Kuanr, and Shri Debiprasad Mishra 
and Shri Prasanna Acharya, M.P. 


(i) 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
for the departed leader, 


4 FOR COMPETITive ; 


ay ii 


ORGANISED 1 Resco 
il) 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran 
inaugurating an international seminar on globalisation organised 
by the Regional College of Management at Hotel Swosti Plaza 
on August 18, 2001. 


(ii) 


Sc) Gomes 


AVEEN, PATNAIK 


Chief Minister . Orissa. —: 


vs Ofh August ZOO! 


/ 


Naveen Patnaik releasing the book Let A Thousand Flowers 
ath Pathy at Hotel Marrion on August 20, 2001. Hon’ble . 
embly, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar is present. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri 
Bloom written by Shri Dinan 


Speaker of Orissa Legislative Ass 


Orissa Legislative Assembly, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar offering 

to former prime Minister, late Rajiv Gandhi on the occasion of 

floral tributes rs at Soochana Bhavan, Bhubaneswar onvAngust 20,2001 

Sadbhabana Diva pi formation & Public Relations Department, ; 
eae pao Bihari Nayak and others are present. 


Hon’ble Speaker of 


(iii) 


Hon’ble Minister for Handioom and Textiles, Shri Arabinda Dhali handing over oe. 
international award received by the Orissa State Weavers’ Co-operative Society to Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik on August 20, 2001. Hon'ble Minister of State for 
Sports and Youth Services, Science and Technology, Shri Ranendra Pratap Swain is present 


i Witt? if 
ANA fH Mae 
Patnaik inaugurating Agro Fest-2001 organised on the 


n day of OUAT, Bhubaneswar on August 24, 2001. Hon’ble 


ture, Shri Amar Prasad Satpathy and Vice Chancellor of the 
University, Shri Sahadev Sahu are present. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 
occasion of the 40th foundatio 
- Minister of State for Agricul 


(iv) | 


hi Excellency the Governor, 
Presentatives of NGOs on re 


Director of OSD 


A Visited Orissa to ass¢ 
Ugust 27, 2001. Chief Seer 
A.D.C,Shri Shrinibas 


, Shri M.M. Rajendran holding a discussion with th 
lief and rescue operations undertaken by them duri e 
k Hall, Rajbhavan on August 24, 2001. Mansiing 


t . 
he floods in Orissa in the Abhise 
MA, Shri Aurobindo Behera is present. 


aik holding a discussion with the central t 
eam 


0 
5 D.P. Bagchi, Principal Secretary, Revenu 


Hon: iia Nays 

Which ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patn 

ss the devastation caused by the recent floods, in the Secret 
ariat 


, and other high level officers are present 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik making a review of the functioning of the 
Infant Mortality Reduction Mission at the Secretariat on August 25, 2001. Chief Secretary, 
Shri D.P. Bagchi, Principal Secretary, Revenue and A.D.C.,Shri Shrinibas Rath, 
Principal Secretary, Health and Family Welfare, Ms Meena Gupta, and other high 
level officers are present. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnai 


k making a review of the reconstruction work 
after the super cyclone, in the Secretariat on August 28, 2001, Hon’ble Minister for 


Revenue, Law, Fisheries and ARD, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan, 


Chief Secretary, Shri D.P. Bagchi and other high level officers are present. 


— 


DONAT 
IONS TO THE CHIEF MINISTER’S RELIEF FUND 


Ms Sunanda Priyadarshini, a 
h School, Bhubaneswar 


A cheque for Rs.501/- given by 
student of St Joseph’s Hig 
on August 13, 2001. 


J 


Ach , 5 
eque for Rs.10 lakh donated by Larsen & Tubro 
Company on August 13, 2001. 


bh P 


000 donated by 
jation on August 


= 
> 


1 Rs.20, 
Assoc 


Cuttack Private Bus Owners 


A fe 
cheque 10 20, 2001. 


(vii) 


—=—_—=_= 


DONATIONS TO THE CHIEF MINISTER’S RELIEF FUND 


A cheque for Rs.21,000/- donated by Sahidnagar Puja 
Committee on August 20, 2001. 


A cheque for Rs.10 lakh donated by Bharat Petroleum 
on August 24, 2001. 


A “| 


i 


Rs.5,000/- donated by the students of Brigade High 
School, Jatni on August 24, 2001. 


(viii) 


M. Rajendran and Her Excellency 


ndran distributing sweets to the 
st 15, 2001. 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri M. 


the Lady Governor, Smt Susheela Raje 
inmates of the Special Jail, Bhubaneswar on Augu 


Her Excellency the Smt. Susheela Rajendran with the 
1, Bhubaneswar on August 15, 2001. 


daughter of an inmate © 
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